
 

GEOG 306/INTS 304 – Critical Development Geographies 
Winter 2021/2022 

We gratefully acknowledge that we are learning and working on 

Lheidli T’enneh traditional and unceded territory. 

 

Instructor Information 

Dr. Shiva S. Mohan 

Shiva.Mohan@unbc.ca 

Office: 8-144 

Weekly Office Hours: Mondays 10:30 am-11:30 am or By Appointment 

 

Meeting times: Wednesdays & Fridays 11:30am-12:50pm – LIB 5-178 

 

Course Description 

This course examines themes, concepts, theories, and trends, which define the study of 

international development from a geographical perspective. Students will gain an 

understanding of the historical and contemporary challenges of global inequality, debt, 

foreign aid, disasters, displacement, and development assistance. Case studies from 

around the world are used to provide context-specific, gender differentiated information 

about international development problems and promise. 

 

As a 3rd year course, we will balance theoretical and practical concerns related to 

international development. In keeping with a progressive, rights-based approach to our 

analysis, the course consciously links contemporary "development" issues in the Global 

South with similar struggles in the Global North. Additionally, a gendered perspective is 

brought to all issues. We are not confining our approach to "women-only" issues, but 

understanding gender as a central dimension to analyzing human rights, development, 

and activism. 

 

The course is built around 4 key development issues: 

▪ Humanitarianism/Millennium Development Goals/ Sustainability Development 

Goals 

▪ Debt & International Aid (World Bank, International Monetary Fund) 

▪ Resource Exploitation (mining/oil/hydro); 

▪ Violence & Displacement 

 

KEYWORDS: development; power; spatiality; inequality; neocolonialism; post-

development rights; gender 

 

mailto:Shiva.Mohan@unbc.ca
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Required Text 

POWER, MARCUS (2003) Rethinking Development Geographies. London and New 

York: Routledge.  

 

* Many relevant sources are available as PDF files on the Internet and therefore you will 

be required to access these on your own throughout the course. 

 

RECOMMENDED TEXTS 

BARRY-SHAW, NIKOLAS & DRU OJA JAY (2012) Paved with Good Intentions: 

Canada’s Development NGOs from Idealism to Imperialism. Halifax: Fernwood 

Publishing. [ON RESERVE] 

 

GALEANO, EDUARDO (1974) Open Veins of Latin America: Five Centuries of the 

Pillage of a Continent. New York, NY: Monthly Review Press. [ON RESERVE] 

 

LAWSON, VICTORIA (2007) Making Development Geography. New York: Routledge. 

 

Student Evaluation 
 

Assessment Weighting Due Date 

Participation 20% Ongoing 

Midterm Exam 20% February 18th   

Critical Response x2 20% January 28th, March 18th 

Final Assignment 
-Paper/Project (35%) 
-Presentation (5%) 

40%  

 

Course Requirements & Evaluations 

 

Participation (10% + 5% + 5% = 20%) 

Student participation will be assessed in two ways: 

1. Class Participation (10%). This will be based on your attendance in class, 

contributions to the discussions, and participation and completion of activities. 

Students will be evaluated in terms of the overall quality (not quantity) of their 

contributions to discussions and activities. Participation is obviously contingent 

upon the amount of preparation students do before our meetings—this includes a 

meaningful engagement with the readings, as well as respectfully listening to and 

engaging with classmates’ ideas and reflections. 

2. Attendance at any 2 Global Friday presentations [or watch podcast] + 2-double 

spaced pages write-up each (2 X 5% = 10%). 

Global Fridays happen many Fridays at 12pm – 1:30pm and presentations are 

archived at: 

• https://video.unbc.ca/channel/Global+Fridays/ 
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• Submit Global Friday brief write-ups (2-page, double-spaced) to 

shiva.mohan@unbc.ca & include: speaker’s full name, 

university/employer, presentation title, and three (3) key take-away points from 

the presentation 

 

Midterm Exam (20%) 

This assessment scheduled for February 18th, 2022 

 

Critical Responses (10% x 2= 20%) 

THEORY: 2 X 4-double spaced pages Critical Responses (10% each) 

 

Final Assignment (40%) 

POLICY & RESEARCH Rethinking Development Paper or Visual Project 

8 pg. Research Paper OR Visual Project + 4-page Write-Up (35%) 

Due: April 4th in class 

 

Both projects will include either: 

▪ 3-Minute In-Class OR  

▪ Recorded (Flipgrid) Video Presentation (April 4th) – (5%)  

 

* ALL Assignments MUST be uploaded to the specified dropbox on BlackBoard AND in 

hard copy. No mark will be awarded to assignments that are not submitted in both 

forms. 

 

* A detailed document outlining the scope, objectives, and expectations for each 

evaluation component will be provided. 

 
 
POLICY ON LATE ASSIGNMENTS 

• Assignments submitted ON TIME will receive my full attention & useful feedback. 

• Please speak with me well in advance if you anticipate a delay in submitting your 
work, particularly when dealing with illness or family conflicts. In the interest of 
fairness to everyone in the class, extensions will NOT be granted except with 
proper documentation. 

• 5% per day penalty for late assignments including weekend days.  
 
** All assignments must be done exclusively for this course. 
 
 
PLAGIARISM 
Plagiarism means representing someone else’s work as your own. It is a serious 
offence, punishable by academic sanctions. When you incorporate the words, ideas, 
graphics, or other products from someone else’s work into your projects, you must give 
credit by providing a citation and reference to the source work. 
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It is your responsibility to: 

• understand what plagiarism is 

• be familiar with and understand the information on plagiarism provided by the 
Academic Success Centre at their website (http://www.unbc.ca/academic-
success-centre/handouts) 

• be familiar with the UNBC policy on Student Conduct, and on plagiarism and 
other academic offences, as described in the UNBC Undergraduate Calendar. 

 
** Students are reminded that submitting for credit any academic work which has been 
submitted (or where credit has already been obtained) in another course is listed among 
academic offences. 
 
UNBC SUPPORT 
Reach out for success. University students often encounter setbacks from time to time 
that can impact academic performance. If you encounter difficulties and need 
assistance, it’s important to reach out. Mental health and wellbeing are important; 
let’s try to support each other and to remember to take breaks, change activities, 
and pause when we need to… 
  
The following resources are available free to all students at UNBC and can help 
address mental, emotional or physical health concerns: 
 
UNB9C Wellness Centre (Room 5-196) 
Phone Number: 250 960 6369   Hours: 9am-4pm, Monday-Friday 

• Offers counseling for all students as well as access to First Nations Counseling 
Services 

• Offers health and general services that support the academic success and 
personal well-being of students 

  
Peer Support Network (Room 7-102) 
Phone: (250) 960-5596       Email: peercounsellor@unbc.ca 

• Peer Counsellors are fellow students who provide confidential and respectful 
supportive services. 

• Peer Counsellors are available to support you and help connect you to other 
resources and/or people if needed. 

• Peer Support Network is open to all students on campus. 
  
Crisis Centre for Northern BC (available 24 hours a day)  
Phone Number: 250-563-1214      Toll-free: 1-888-562-1214 

• Provides confidential services  

• If you are feeling overwhelmed, depressed, confused, suicidal or just needing 
someone to listen, the crisis line provides emotional support, suicide intervention 
and referral information 

  
If you are unable to meet course expectations due to mental health reasons, please 
discuss your situation me (I do not require in-depth details) and/or an academic advisor 
(they can advise instructors; make arrangements for academic support). I am happy to 

http://www.unbc.ca/academic-success-centre/handouts
http://www.unbc.ca/academic-success-centre/handouts
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walk you over to counselling if you would like support/a friendly face while getting there; 
please let me know. 
 
ACADEMIC SUCCESS CENTRE *new location: first floor of library, near back door 
The Academic Success Centre offers support for mathematics, writing, study skills, 
physics, statistics, commerce and economics.  Services are available through one-to-
one tutoring at the Centre. Online support, including online writing tutoring, is available 
through the website at www.unbc.ca/asc. The Centre has many services, groups and 
events worth accessing—and its staff assist ALL levels and types of students.  All ASC 
services are free to UNBC students! 
 
RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCE POLICY 
Please notify me, as early as possible, about any proposed dates for assignments or 
papers that conflict with dates of special significance in your religion. As much as 
possible, I will arrange alternatives to accommodate needs. 
 
ACADEMIC ACCOMODATIONS 
If there are students in this course who, because of a disability, may need academic 
accommodations, please come and discuss this with me (as you feel comfortable), 
and/or contact staff at the Access Resource Centre (arc@unbc.ca) located in the 
Teaching and Learning Centre, Room 10-1048 on the main campus. Students can also 
call the ARC at (250) 960-5682. Regional students can call the Centre toll-free at 1(888) 
960-5682. I do not need the full details of the challenges you face, but I would like to 
accommodate you as much as possible. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.unbc.ca/asc
https://exch.unbc.ca/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=6RB8DzCEleWKKz8ZnRY7dKqYbKuFnc2X8zwuYdqq2SJ3WA3dZ63SCG0AYQBpAGwAdABvADoAYQByAGMAQAB1AG4AYgBjAC4AYwBhAA..&URL=mailto%3aarc%40unbc.ca
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GEOG306/INTS304 Course Schedule 

Date Topics Notes 

Jan 5th  Introductions & Course Overview   

Jan 7th/12th/14th Rights-based Approach to 
Development; Power 
What is Development? 
Geographies of Development? 

 

Jan 19th/21st  Gender, NGOs & Development/ 
Feminist Approach to 
Development 
 

 

Jan 26th/28th  Power, Poverty, Debt & Aid – 
The Dark Side of Development 

Critical Response 1 

Feb 2nd /4th  Humanitarianism & Canadian 
Development Aid – The Lighter 
Side of Development? 
 

 

Feb 9th/11th  Violence as a Development Issue  

Feb 16th/18th  Review & Midterm (18th)  

Feb 23rd/25th   Mid-term break 

March 2nd /4th Colonial Legacies  

March 9th/11th  Changing Notions of 
"Development," Development 
Thinking & Spatializing 
Development 

 

March 16th/18th   Resources/Neoliberal 
Development (Prof. Catherine 
Nolin) 

Critical Response 2 

March 23rd/ 25th/ 
30th  

Postcolonial Geographies of 
Development / Post- 
Development Approaches 
MAR 25: FILM: Under Rich Earth 

 

April 4th Student Presentations 
 

 

April 6th  Hope: Resistance/Activism/ 
Geography 

 

 


