
 
 

 
Crime and Deviance in the Modern Middle East 

Fall 2022 

(GNDR-698-A2) (HIST-458-A1) (HIST-708-A1) (INTS-498-A1) (INTS-698-

A1) (WMST-498-A3) 
 

Instructor Dr. Sara Farhan 

Contact Information Farhan@unbc.ca 

Office Location & Hours Mondays 11:30-1330 ADMN 3092 

Instructor 
Introduction/Teaching 
Philosophy/Research 
Area:  

https://www2.unbc.ca/history/faculty 

 

Course Component Time Days of Week Location 

Lectures 830-1130 Mondays Geoffrey R Weller 
Library 5-176 

 

General  

Course Format In person seminar 

Course 
Description 

This course explores the history and multiple manifestations of crime, criminality, and deviance across 
the Middle East during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Studying crime and the criminalization 
of ‘deviant’ behaviour over time raises major historical questions concerning the role of socio-cultural, 
political and economic dynamics that ultimately shaped the modern Middle East. This course highlights 
the continuities and ruptures of criminal justice policies and practices as colonial and post-colonial 
lawmakers applied greater measures of state consolidation, punishment, containment, and 
governmentality in order to transform and strengthen national development and sovereignty.  

Our meetings are centred on diverse explorations of the incongruity of crime, the local and 
global paradigms embedded within colonial and post-colonial structuring and legacies of crime and 
punishment, and cross-border articulations of criminality. Some of the overreaching themes explored 
in this course include: crime as a marker of individual and group agency, the criminalization of 
oppositional politics, criminalization as an expression of state sovereignty, obliged tolerance of criminal 
activities, changing cultural norms and the evolution of criminology, changing definitions of ‘deviancy’, 
articulations of the dangerous classes, and the interpretation of the law in relation to the framing of 
criminal justice systems. 

Prerequisites  

Course 
Learning 
Outcomes  

Upon the completion of this course, students will be able to harness a better understating of 
the fluidity of criminal categorization in the modern Middle East. The thematic structuring of the 
research essay encourages students to consider crime and criminalization as an important lens through 
which we can obtain a more nuanced understanding of the region. Seminar discussions, session 
leadership and symposium presentation will encourage students to contemplate, contextualise, and 

mailto:Farhan@unbc.ca


 
 

convey their understandings of and ideas on the evolving definitions of crime and point to its limits, 
vulnerabilities, and blind spots. 

Required Text Readings are made available on our designated moodle page 
We will also be using Gabor Agoston and Bruce Masters' Encyclopedia of the Ottoman 
Empire as well as Bunton and Cleveland's A History of the modern Middle East for 
background reading and further contextualization. 

Evaluation & 
Assessments 

Evaluation and Intended outcomes: 
1. 20-25 PP essay (40%), 10% for biblio & outline + 30% final draft  
2. Two peer-reviews (10%),  
3. Crime and Deviance Symposium (20%), 10% presentation and 10% conference engagement 
4. weekly class engagement (20% - includes self-assessment). 
5. Discussion leadership (10%) 

Course Grading 
 

Grading System - Undergraduate Students 

Grade 

Point 

Letter 

Grade Percentage Definition/Standing 

4.33 A+ 90 -100% Excellent 

4.00 A 85-89.9% 

 
3.67 A- 80-84.9% 

 
3.33 B+ 77-79.9% Good 

3.00 B 73-76.9% 

 
2.67 B- 70-72.9% 

 
2.33 C+ 70-72.9% Satisfactory 

2.00 C+ 63-66.9% 

 
1.67 C- 60-62.9% Marginal 

1.33 D+ 57-59.9% 

 
1.00 D  53-56.9% 

 
0.67 D- 50-62.9% 

 
0.00 F 0-49.9% Failure 

 



 
 

 Grading System - Graduate Students 

Grade 

Point 

Letter 

Grade Percentage Definition/Standing 

4.33 A+ 90 -100% Excellent 

4.00 A 85-89.9% 

 
3.67 A- 80-84.9% 

 
3.33 B+ 77-79.9% Good 

3.00 B 73-76.9% 

 
2.67 B- 70-72.9% 

  

 

Course Weekly Schedule: 

Reading and Discussion Schedule 

 

Part One: Citizenship, Crime, and Governance in the Nineteenth Century 

Week One: September 12 

·       Ruth A. Miller, "Apostates and Bandits: Religious and Secular Interaction in the 

Administration of Ottoman Criminal Law," Studia Islamica 97 (2003): 155-179. (UNBC 

Library) 

·       Ahmet Uysal, Nurgul Bozkurt, “Crime in Late ottoman Empire, 1910-11” Journal 

of Social Science 3 (2008): 49-59. 

·       Ruth Miller, Legislating Authority: Sin and Crime in the Ottoman Empire and 

Turkey (read the intro pp 1-12). 

·       Gokhan Cetinsaya, “The Shi’a Problem,” in Ottoman Administration of Iraq , 1890-

1908, (New York: Routledge, 2006), 99 – 126. 

Background readings: 

- Shia Islam (pp. 528) 

- Sunni Islam (pp. 548) 

- Tanzimat (pp. 553) 

http://www.aensiweb.net/AENSIWEB/rjss/rjss/2008/49-59.pdf
http://www.aensiweb.net/AENSIWEB/rjss/rjss/2008/49-59.pdf
https://3lib.net/book/21486327/2710c8
https://3lib.net/book/21486327/2710c8
https://3lib.net/md5/4EC89A64C4375CE9CCDE357033FD06BB
https://3lib.net/md5/4EC89A64C4375CE9CCDE357033FD06BB
https://psi424.cankaya.edu.tr/uploads/files/Agoston%20and%20Masters,%20Enc%20of%20Ott%20Empire.PDF
https://psi424.cankaya.edu.tr/uploads/files/Agoston%20and%20Masters,%20Enc%20of%20Ott%20Empire.PDF
https://psi424.cankaya.edu.tr/uploads/files/Agoston%20and%20Masters,%20Enc%20of%20Ott%20Empire.PDF


 
 

Week Two: September 19 

·       Mansoureh Ettehadieh, “Chapter Seven: Crime, Security and Insecurity: Socio-

Political Conditions in Iran, 1875-1924,” in Roxane Farmanfarmaian ed., War and 

Peace in Qajar Persia: Implications, Past and Present (New York: Taylor & Francis, 

2008), 174-82. 

·       Hanan Hammad, "Between Egyptian 'National Purity" and "Local Flexibility": 

prostitution in al-Mahalla al-Kubra in the first half of the 20th century" Journal of 

Social History Vol. 44, No. 3 (spring 2011), pp. 751-783. (UNBC Library)  

·       Dror Ze Evi, “Changes in Legal-Sexual Discourse: Sex Crimes in the Ottoman 

Empire,” Continuity and Change Vol 16, No.2 (2001): 219-42. (UNBC Library) 

·       Secil Yilmaz, “Threats to Public Order and Health: Mobile Men as Syphilis Vectors 

in Late Ottoman Medical Discourse and Practice,” Journal of Middle East Women’s 

Studies Vol 13 No.2 (2017):222-43. (UNBC Library) 

·       • Michel Foucault, “Gentle way in Punishment,” in Discipline and Punish 104-133. 

 

 Background Readings: 

- Cairo and Egypt (112 &204) 

- England & the Ottoman Empire (206) 

Week Three: September 26 

·       Tuba Demirci and Selcuk Aksin, “Women’s Bodies, Demography, and Public 

Health: Abortion Policy and Perspectives in the Ottoman Empire of the Nineteenth 

Century,” Journal of the History of Sexuality Vol. 17 No. 3 (2008): 377-420. (UNBC 

Library) 

·       Kent F. Schull, “Creating Juvenile Delinquents: Redefining Childhood in the Late 

Ottoman Empire,” in Prisons in the Late Ottoman Empire: M icrocosms of Modernity 

(Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2014), 166-90. 

·       Ottoman Prisons Episode on The Ottoman Podcast 

·       Nadir Ozbek, “Policing the Countryside: Gendarmes of the Late 19 th-Century 

Ottoman Empire (1876-1908), International Journal of Middle East Studies Vol. 40 No.1 

(2008): 47-67. (UNBC Library) 

https://cdn1.booksdl.org/ads.php?md5=DAB36A90EB80CEA3041FF6C4D6442AC5
https://cdn1.booksdl.org/ads.php?md5=DAB36A90EB80CEA3041FF6C4D6442AC5
https://cdn1.booksdl.org/ads.php?md5=DAB36A90EB80CEA3041FF6C4D6442AC5
https://cdn1.booksdl.org/ads.php?md5=DAB36A90EB80CEA3041FF6C4D6442AC5
https://monoskop.org/images/4/43/Foucault_Michel_Discipline_and_Punish_The_Birth_of_the_Prison_1977_1995.pdf
https://psi424.cankaya.edu.tr/uploads/files/Agoston%20and%20Masters,%20Enc%20of%20Ott%20Empire.PDF
https://psi424.cankaya.edu.tr/uploads/files/Agoston%20and%20Masters,%20Enc%20of%20Ott%20Empire.PDF
https://3lib.net/book/2639127/1473d2
https://3lib.net/book/2639127/1473d2
https://3lib.net/book/2639127/1473d2
https://www.ottomanhistorypodcast.com/2014/06/prison-ottoman-empire-crime.html


 
 

·       Nazan Muksudyan, “Orphans, Cities, and the State: Vocational Orphanages 

(“Islahhanes”) and Reform in the Late Ottoman Urban Space,” International Journal of 

Middle East Studies Vol. 43 No.3 (2011): 493-511. (UNBC Library) 

Background readings: 

- Central administration (10) 

- Provincial administration (13) 

Week Four: October 3 

·      Rudolph Peters, “Legal Dualism: The Separation between the Domains of Shari’a 

and Siyasa: The Ottoman Empire and Egypt,” in Crime and Punishment in Islamic Law: 

Theory and Practice from the Sixteenth to the Twenty-first Centuries (New York: 

Cambridge University Press, 2005), 125-40. 

·       Kent F. Schull, “Ottoman Criminal Justice and the Transformation Islamic Criminal 

Law and Punishment in the Age of Modernity,” in Prisons in the Late Ottoman Empire: 

Microcosms of Modernity (Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2014), 17-41. 

·       Wael B. Hallaq, “Quranic Constitutionalism and Moral Governmentality: Further 

Notes on the Founding Principles of Islamic Society and Polity,”  Comparative 

Studies (Published online (2020): 1-20. (UNBC Library) 

·       Dick Douwes and Norman N. Lewis, "The Trials of Syrian Isma'ilis in the first 

decade of the 20th century," International Journal of Middle East Studies Vol. 21, No. 

2 (May, 1989), pp. 215-232. (UNBC Library). 

 

·       Law and Order in Late Ottoman Egypt episode on the Ottoman Podcast 

 

Background Reading: 

- Court of Law (156) 

- World War One (598) 

- Young Turks(604) 

 
Part Two: Modernity, Colonialism, and Criminalization 

Week Five: October 17 

https://psi424.cankaya.edu.tr/uploads/files/Agoston%20and%20Masters,%20Enc%20of%20Ott%20Empire.PDF
https://psi424.cankaya.edu.tr/uploads/files/Agoston%20and%20Masters,%20Enc%20of%20Ott%20Empire.PDF
https://3lib.net/book/849935/028b52
https://3lib.net/book/849935/028b52
https://3lib.net/book/849935/028b52
https://3lib.net/book/849935/028b52
https://3lib.net/book/2639127/1473d2
https://3lib.net/book/2639127/1473d2
https://3lib.net/book/2639127/1473d2
https://www.ottomanhistorypodcast.com/2014/11/law-crime-ottoman-egypt-fahmy.html
https://psi424.cankaya.edu.tr/uploads/files/Agoston%20and%20Masters,%20Enc%20of%20Ott%20Empire.PDF
https://psi424.cankaya.edu.tr/uploads/files/Agoston%20and%20Masters,%20Enc%20of%20Ott%20Empire.PDF
https://psi424.cankaya.edu.tr/uploads/files/Agoston%20and%20Masters,%20Enc%20of%20Ott%20Empire.PDF


 
 

·       Suhad Daher-Nashif, “Historical and Present-Day Practices of Forensic Medicine 

in Palestine: Body, Society, and Science,” Jerusalem Quarter ly Vol.70 (2007): 75-95. 

·       Biko Agozino, “Imperialism, Crime, and Criminology: Towards the Decolonization 

of Criminology,” Crime, Law and Social Change Vol. 41 (2003): 343-58. (UNBC Library). 

·       Lauren Banko, “Keeping Out the ‘Undesirable Elements’: The Treatment of 

Communists, Transients, Criminals, and the Ill in Mandate Palestine,”  The Journal of 

Imperial and Commonwealth History Vol 47 No.6 (2019): 1153-80. (UNBC Library). 

·       Vivian Saleh-Hanna, “Colonialism, Crime, and Social Control,” Criminology and 

Criminal Justice  (Published online August 2020). (UNBC Library). 

·       Michel Foucault, "Illegalities and delinquency," in Discipline and Punish, pp.257-

292. 

 

Week Six: October 24 

·       Alex Rappas, “Three Murders and a Mandate: On Property and French 

Sovereignty in Interwar Syria,” British Journal of Middle Eastern Studies (published 

online January 24, 2020). 

·       Michael Provence, “Chapter Three: ‘Liberal Colonialism’ and Martial Law in 

French Mandate Syria,” in Christoph Schumann Ed., Liberal Thought in the Eastern 

Mediterranean: Late 19th Century until 1960s (New York: Oxford, 2009), 51-74. 

·       Nefertiti Takla, “Murderous Economies: Sex Trafficking and Political Economic 

Change in Egypt, 1914-1921,” Egypte/ Monde Arabe Vol. 1 no. 17 (2018): 23-47. 

·       Stephanie Boyle, “Chapter Five: Gender and Calamity in the British Empire: The 

Murderous Duo of Raya and Sakina of Alexandria,” in Lynne Fallwell and Keira V. 

William eds., Gender and the Representation of Evil (New York: Routledge, 2017), 86-

100. (Print copy) 

Background prep: 

- Nationalism and Capitalism in British-Occupied Egypt Episode on the Ottoman 

Podcast 

Week Seven: October 31 

·       Liat Kozma, “Chapter Two: Regulating Bodies, Regulating Spaces,” in  Global 

Women, Colonial Ports: Prostitution in the Interwar Middle East  (New York: SUNY 

Press, 2017), 47-78. (print copy) 

https://www.palestine-studies.org/sites/default/files/jq-articles/Pages_from_JQ_70_-_Daher-Nashif_0.pdf
https://www.palestine-studies.org/sites/default/files/jq-articles/Pages_from_JQ_70_-_Daher-Nashif_0.pdf
https://monoskop.org/images/4/43/Foucault_Michel_Discipline_and_Punish_The_Birth_of_the_Prison_1977_1995.pdf
https://monoskop.org/images/4/43/Foucault_Michel_Discipline_and_Punish_The_Birth_of_the_Prison_1977_1995.pdf
https://d1wqtxts1xzle7.cloudfront.net/63110989/CBJM_A_1719034-with-cover-page-v2.pdf?Expires=1662756116&Signature=Czy8SN2ydrMOouoKiGuGMBrhCVpXIkjb-NdHyXu9ly38puf9r3bzylqenPHPvwq56TL~7PDDg9o8aKULGCAZxGOImDILnJ0BSp1t3JVq4vq-X7DBUoBT78uS5yjx5u3GjKi~Ty~IJT1A8tvfN2kch4qHSI59TeJLY5Zki5d4pgwlLKABlcsJCa0ZufshhEMAC91sWF0sC5QIixfudNKzOOXM4NsQiRlxHW~0905Tqy5LNrBWsNojYbxkGdbKmoyzAInE4KHTY6ugHBibsaSz2jF5TLfTJQT7epuTp2fXunB6zz-49S89TI-HeNpbAlIou-oHfeOetbg8KZ~03tipuw__&Key-Pair-Id=APKAJLOHF5GGSLRBV4ZA
https://d1wqtxts1xzle7.cloudfront.net/63110989/CBJM_A_1719034-with-cover-page-v2.pdf?Expires=1662756116&Signature=Czy8SN2ydrMOouoKiGuGMBrhCVpXIkjb-NdHyXu9ly38puf9r3bzylqenPHPvwq56TL~7PDDg9o8aKULGCAZxGOImDILnJ0BSp1t3JVq4vq-X7DBUoBT78uS5yjx5u3GjKi~Ty~IJT1A8tvfN2kch4qHSI59TeJLY5Zki5d4pgwlLKABlcsJCa0ZufshhEMAC91sWF0sC5QIixfudNKzOOXM4NsQiRlxHW~0905Tqy5LNrBWsNojYbxkGdbKmoyzAInE4KHTY6ugHBibsaSz2jF5TLfTJQT7epuTp2fXunB6zz-49S89TI-HeNpbAlIou-oHfeOetbg8KZ~03tipuw__&Key-Pair-Id=APKAJLOHF5GGSLRBV4ZA
https://d1wqtxts1xzle7.cloudfront.net/63110989/CBJM_A_1719034-with-cover-page-v2.pdf?Expires=1662756116&Signature=Czy8SN2ydrMOouoKiGuGMBrhCVpXIkjb-NdHyXu9ly38puf9r3bzylqenPHPvwq56TL~7PDDg9o8aKULGCAZxGOImDILnJ0BSp1t3JVq4vq-X7DBUoBT78uS5yjx5u3GjKi~Ty~IJT1A8tvfN2kch4qHSI59TeJLY5Zki5d4pgwlLKABlcsJCa0ZufshhEMAC91sWF0sC5QIixfudNKzOOXM4NsQiRlxHW~0905Tqy5LNrBWsNojYbxkGdbKmoyzAInE4KHTY6ugHBibsaSz2jF5TLfTJQT7epuTp2fXunB6zz-49S89TI-HeNpbAlIou-oHfeOetbg8KZ~03tipuw__&Key-Pair-Id=APKAJLOHF5GGSLRBV4ZA
https://b-ok.cc/book/930745/e9a1b9
https://b-ok.cc/book/930745/e9a1b9
https://b-ok.cc/book/930745/e9a1b9
https://journals.openedition.org/ema/pdf/3784
https://journals.openedition.org/ema/pdf/3784
https://www.ottomanhistorypodcast.com/2020/09/jakes.html
https://www.ottomanhistorypodcast.com/2020/09/jakes.html


 
 

·       Beth Baron, “Chapter Five: Fight them with their own weapons: The Origins of 

the Muslim Brotherhood,” in The Orphan Scandal: Christian Missionaries and the Rise 

of the Muslim Brotherhood (Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2014), 117-34. 

·       Beth Baron, “Chapter Six: Combating Conversion: The Expansion of the Anti-

Missionary Movement,” The Orphan Scandal: Christian Missionaries and the Rise of 

the Muslim Brotherhood (Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2014), 135-50. 

·       Orna Alyagon Darr, “Chapter Two: Cultural Narratives Underlying Proof: Male-to-

Male Offences,” in Plausible Crime Stories: The Legal History of Sexual Offences in 

Mandate Palestine (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2019), 30-49. (Print copy). 

Background reading: 

Clevland's A History of the Modern Middle East (pp.326-340) 

Week Eight: November 7 

·       Elizabeth Thompson, “Chapter Five: Revolt: The Rise of the Subaltern 

Movements,” in Colonial Citizens: Republican Rights, Paternal Privilege, and Gender in 

French Syria and Lebanon (New York: Columbia University Press, 1999), 91-111. (Print 

copy) 

·       Keith David Watenpaugh, “Chapter Nine: Middle-Class Fascism and the 

Transformation of Civil Violence: Steel shirts, White Badges, and the Last  Qabaday,” 

in Being Modern in the Middle East: Revolution, Nationalism, Colonialism and the Arab 

Middle Class (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2006), 255-78. (print copy) 

·       Elizabeth Thompson, “Chapter Eleven: Street Violence: Regendering an Old 

Urban Space,” in Colonial Citizens: Republican Rights, Paternal Privilege, and Gender in 

French Syria and Lebanon (New York: Columbia University Press, 1999), 184-96. (print 

copy) 

·       Hanan Hammad, “Chapter Five: Sexually Speaking: Unveiling the Harassment of 

Women, Child Molestation, Homosexuality, and Hetero-intimacy in Industrial Urban 

Space,” in Industrial Sexuality: Gender, Urbanization, and Social Transformation in 

Egypt (Austin, TX: University of Texas Press, 2016), 141 – 208. (print copy). 

Background Reading: 

Cleveland's A History of the Modern Middle East (pp.384-424) 

 

 

https://b-ok.cc/book/2361587/fb9c78
https://b-ok.cc/book/2361587/fb9c78
https://b-ok.cc/book/2361587/fb9c78
https://b-ok.cc/book/2361587/fb9c78
https://b-ok.cc/book/2361587/fb9c78
https://b-ok.cc/book/2361587/fb9c78
https://b-ok.cc/book/3686828/8714c0
https://b-ok.cc/book/3686828/8714c0


 
 

Part Three: Crime and Nationalisms 

Week Nine: November 14 

·       Matthew Kraig Kelly, “Chapter Two: ‘A Wave of Crime’: The Criminalization of 

Palestinian Nationalism, April – June 1936,” in The Crime of Nationalism: Britain, 

Palestine and Nation-Building on the Fringe of Empire (Oakland, CA: University of 

California, 2017). 

·       Chikara Hashimotto, “ British Security Liaison in the Middle East: The 

Introduction of Police/ Security Advisers and the Lebanon-Iraq-Jordan ‘Anti-

Communist Triangle’ from 1949 – 1958,” Intelligence and National Security Vol 27 

No.6 (2012): 848-74. (UNBC Library). 

·       Shaherzah Ahmadi, “Smugglers, Migrant, and Refugees: The Iran-Iraq Border, 

1925-1975,” International Journal of Middle East Studies (Published online September, 

2020). (UNBC Library). 

·       Elizabeth Bishop, “‘Indemnity Against the Government’: Prisoners and Prisoners  

in Hashemite Iraq during the Cold War,” Historical Yearbook Vol.14 No. 14 (2017): 85 -

97. 

·       Foucault's "The Carceral," in Discipline and Punish. 

·       Opium Smuggling in interwar Turkey 

 

Background Readings: 

 Cleveland's A History of the Modern Middle East (pp.465-524) divide the readings 

between this week and the next... 

Week Ten: November 21 

·       Cyrus Shayegh, “Serial Murder in Tehran: Crime, Science, and the Formation of 

Modern State and Society in Interwar Iran,” Comparative Studies in Society and 

History Vol. 47 No. 4 (2005): 836-62. (UNBC Library) 

·       Shaun T. Lopez, “The Dangers of Dancing: The Media and Morality in 1940s 

Egypt,” Comparative Studies in South Asia, Africa, and the Middle East  Vol 24 No.1 

(2004): 97-105. (UNBC Library). 

·       Orna Alyagon Darr, “Chapter Three: Plausibility of Children’s Testimonies: 

Narrator’s Identity,” in Plausible Crime Stories: The Legal History of Sexual Offences in 

Mandate Palestine (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2019), 50-65. (Print Copy). 

https://b-ok.cc/book/3587382/ebe774
https://b-ok.cc/book/3587382/ebe774
https://b-ok.cc/book/3587382/ebe774
https://b-ok.cc/book/3587382/ebe774
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/333881983_'Indemnity_Against_the_Government'_Prisons_and_Prisoners_in_Hashemite_Iraq_During_the_Cold_War
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/333881983_'Indemnity_Against_the_Government'_Prisons_and_Prisoners_in_Hashemite_Iraq_During_the_Cold_War
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/333881983_'Indemnity_Against_the_Government'_Prisons_and_Prisoners_in_Hashemite_Iraq_During_the_Cold_War
https://monoskop.org/images/4/43/Foucault_Michel_Discipline_and_Punish_The_Birth_of_the_Prison_1977_1995.pdf
https://www.ottomanhistorypodcast.com/2017/01/opium.html


 
 

·       Alina Korn, “From Refugees to Infiltrators: Constructing Political Crime in Israel in 

the 1950s,” International Journal of the Sociology of Law Vol. 13 (2003):1-22. (UNBC 

Library). 

·       Frantz Fanon's "on National Culture," in The Wretched of the Earth. 

 

·      Both Citizens and Strangers in Post-1948 Israel Episode on the Ottoman Podcast 

Background Reading: 

Cleveland's A History of the Modern Middle East (pp.465-524) 

Week Eleven: November 28 

Our Symposium! 

Week Twelve: December 5 

No class, your professor will be at a conference. 

 

Assignment Descriptions/Requirements: 

Class Discussion Leadership: 

In concert with the professor, students will form a small group of two or three, and select a week to lead 

class discussion. Before making a selection, I urge to go over the reading schedule and select a week that 

appeals to your interests or curiosities. The student group will be responsible with the task of engaging the 

class in an academic discussion centred on the selected week’s readings. I urge the student group to 

compose series of open-ended questions centred on the readings. While composing your questions, reflect 

on your own opinions and perceptions of the reading material. Convey your commentary during the 

discussion.  

 

In-Class Participation:  

This seminar encourages intellectual dialogues about the diverse reading and the fascinating topics they 

evoke. The criteria for evaluating classroom participation are rooted in the quality rather than quantity of 

commentary. This criterion considers language-barriers, cultural differences, shyness, anxieties, and other 

factors that may diminish one’s abilities to contribute. I encourage students to speak with me if they require 

accommodation.  

 

Research Essay: 

https://monoskop.org/images/6/6b/Fanon_Frantz_The_Wretched_of_the_Earth_1963.pdf
https://www.ottomanhistorypodcast.com/2016/10/citizenship-israel.html


 
 
 During our sessions, we will explore an array of primary sources on the course themes. Your research paper 

can expan on these primary sources (i.e. use them as a launching pad) or you may wish to work directly 

with them. Begin with an exploration of some of this rich content. However, you may also select other 

materials that pique your interest. You may be inspired to search for specific themes we discussed in class, 

or embark on your own path-breaking adventure.  

I encourage you to discuss their research essay topics and area of interest with me as soon as 

possible. The goal of the research essay is to allow you an opportunity to embark on novel research and 

present your ideas to your peers during the seminar symposium. Your research can start with background 

readings that allow you to examine the context of the historiography of crime and deviance in the modern 

Middle East. In focusing in on a specific topic and area, you can then embark on your own background 

readings beyond the building blocks provided in our discussions. Your background reading will allow you to 

develop a keen understandings of the general debate on your topic and the intriguing angles your approach 

can illuminate.  

 As you embark on your research, you will be able to understand the themes and context that can 

help frame your argument. In highlighting your topic along general trends and events, you will be able to 

highlight why your research is important and what it can tell us about crime and deviance in the modern 

Middle East. As you embark on your research, you will also start to posit specific questions and wrestle with 

potential answers onto which you can frame your essay. As you develop your argument, you may wish to 

consider general gaps in the historiography, or an alternative way of considering a specific topic. Once you 

have grappled with the historiography, questions and potential answers, you can commence articulating a 

nuanced thesis that allows you to position your research in an assertive, but cohesive and concise manner. 

I urge you to convey your ideas to your peers and me. Discussing your ideas and explaining them to us might 

help you contextualize and convey them in a coherent manner. 

 Once you are happy with your arguments and where it fits within the historiography, you can 

commence your research outline. This process allows you to break down your complex ideas into steps that 

support your arguments, while at the same time link your paper to the existing historiography. During this 

process, you can begin organizing the research you have gathered along with the outline. If this proves 

difficult, you may wish to consider gathering more evidence to support your thesis. 

 Once you have an outline, or a general map of the direction of your working thesis, you can 

commence writing. Writing can be daunting at first, but that is part of the fun. As you follow your research 

essay map, consistently reflect on your working arguments. Once you have a draft of your paper, I urge you 

to exchange it with your colleagues for some helpful feedback. 

I urge you to take advantage of the writing services available to us on campus. Making an 

appointment with a writing tutor can help you convey your brilliant ideas in a clear and cohesive manner. 

Lastly, I am always available to provide feedback, look over your working thesis and outline, and have a 

general conversation about your work. 

 

Crime and Deviance Symposium: 



 
 
Our seminar symposium will host a wide range of exciting original research conducted by upper-level 

undergraduate and graduate students. At the Crime and Deviance in the modern Middle East Symposium, 

students will present the research they embarked upon for their essay in a panel containing three or more 

presenters. I will act as the panel chair, and discussant. The presentations involve sharing your research 

with your colleagues by presenting the key arguments and source material. Your presentation ought to 

allow your audience to understand an overview of the depth of your work and why it is important 

contribution to the field. Presenters may which to project images and illustration. After the presentation of 

each panel, I will make several remarks about each paper and raise some questions, then turning to your 

peer-audience for additional feedback and queries. This symposium involves formal public address, direct 

peer-engagement, as well as intellectual conversations regarding your unique research. The symposium will 

also provide helpful feedback that you may wish to consider before submitting the final draft of the paper. 

 

 

Citation Requirements & Styles 

Chicago 

 

 

Plagiarism: Plagiarism means representing someone else’s work as your own. It is a serious 

offence, punishable by academic sanctions. When you incorporate the words, ideas, graphics, or 

other products from someone else’s work into your projects, you must give credit by providing a 

citation and reference to the source work. 

It is your responsibility to: 

• understand what plagiarism is 

• be familiar with and understand the information on plagiarism provided by the Academic 

Success Centre at their website (http://www.unbc.ca/academic-success-centre/handouts) 

• be familiar with the UNBC policy on Student Conduct, and on plagiarism and other 

academic offences, as described in the UNBC Undergraduate/Graduate Calendar. 

 

Late Assignments 

• Assignments submitted ON TIME will receive full attention. 

• Please speak with your Instructor well in advance if you anticipate a delay in submitting your work, 

particularly when dealing with illness or family conflicts. In the interest of fairness to 

everyone in the class, extensions will NOT be granted except in cases with proper 

documentation. 

• ___% per day penalty for late assignments including weekend days. 

 

Participation:  

 For participation grades; detail expectations such as; 

You are expected to attend each lecture, be active, and contribute to all aspects of 

every class. You can best prepare yourself by having completed any assigned readings and 

coming to class eager and ready to participate.  

 

Reach Out for Success 

http://www.unbc.ca/academic-success-centre/handouts


 
 

University students often encounter setbacks from time to time that can impact academic performance. If you 

encounter difficulties and need assistance it’s important to reach out. 

The following resources are available free to all students at UNBC and can help address mental, emotional or 

physical health concerns: 

UNBC Wellness Centre  

•Phone Number: 250 960 6369 Hours: 9am-4pm, Monday-Friday 
•Offers counseling for all students as well as access to First Nations Counseling Services 
•Offers health and general services that support the academic success and personal wellbeing of students 
Counselling Services: https://www2.unbc.ca/counselling 

 
Crisis Centre for Northern BC (available 24 hours a day) 
• Phone Number: 250-563-1214 Toll-free: 1-888-562-1214 
• Provides confidential services 
• If you are feeling overwhelmed, depressed, confused, suicidal or just needing someone to 
• listen, the crisis line provides emotional support, suicide intervention and referral 
• information. 
 
If you are unable to meet course expectations due to mental health reasons, please discuss your 
situation with your instructor, Wellness counsellor or an academic advisor. 
 
 
The Academic Success Centre offers support for mathematics, writing, study skills, physics, statistics, 

commerce and economics. Services are available through one-to-one tutoring at the centre (room 10-2584; 

second floor of the Teaching and Learning Building); drop-in writing support is available on the first floor of the 

Library; and drop-in mathematical support is available at MACE (room 10-2088). Online support, including 

online writing tutoring, is available through the website at www.unbc.ca/asc.  

Peer-led supplemental sessions (SI and PLTL) are held for select courses – more information will be 

announced in classes. In addition, there is a new Academic Learning Advisor in Residence where students can 

attend drop-in hours and study hall to receive help in writing, study skill, and mathematics. All ASC services 

are Free to UNBC students! ASC us! 

 
 

The Access Resource Centre (ARC) provides referrals and academic accommodations to students with 
documented disabilities including but not limited to  

• Chronic health issues  

• Hearing and visual impairments  

• Learning disabilities and attention deficit/hyperactivity disorders  

• Mental health and neurological disabilities  

• Mobility and other physical disabilities  

• Temporary impairments related to significant illness or injury  
 
Students requesting academic accommodation are encouraged to contact ARC by email at arc@unbc.ca or by 
phone at 250-960-5682 (toll free 1-888-960-5682). For more information, please visit 
http://www.unbc.ca/access-resource-centre  If you have any questions or concerns regarding the accessibility of 
your course or the process for providing academic accommodations, please don’t hesitate to reach out to our 
office.  
 
 

https://www2.unbc.ca/counselling
http://www.unbc.ca/asc
http://www.unbc.ca/access-resource-centre


 
 

 
The Learning Commons:  
Resources available at the Learning Commons on http://learn.unbc.ca (under your course list) 
Academic Success Centre  
Student Technology Troubleshooters 
MACE (Mathematical Academic Centre for Excellence 
The Nucleus (Chemistry Tutors) 
Student Career Services & Co-op Education 

  Student Advising 
  UNBC Archives 

 Library services 
 Research Desk  
  

 
UNBC Athletics:  
Please note that students involved in University Athletics will be required to notify the instructor at least two 
weeks in advance of any official athletics commitments (e.g., games,travel) that conflict with due dates. 
 
 
General IT Support:  e-mail support@unbc.ca  
https://www2.unbc.ca/information-technology-services/support-students 

This group can help you with your password to UNBC and access your accounts. 
 
Blackboard Learn Support: CTLT helps with your courses via www.learn.unbc.ca 
 
Student Technology Troubleshooters: 
-Software support for academic assignments 
-Assignments (SPSS, GIS, Excel, Word, Video, Collaborate, etc.) 
(schedule & contact info can be found in the Learning Commons) 
 
 
Food Bank/ Good food box 

You cannot learn if you are hungry. If you need food, go to the NUGGS office and satellite sites on campus. This 

is part of the PG foodbank as well at https://www.sapg.ca/services/food-bank.  

If you have extra items, please donate to the foodbank.  

Good food box: this is a monthly fresh food box you can sign up. You may want to split it with a friend. Watch for 

annoucements and the sign up table in the Wintergarden. 

http://learn.unbc.ca/
mailto:support@unbc.ca
https://www2.unbc.ca/information-technology-services/support-students

