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UNBC is located and serves diverse traditional territories that are home to numerous First 
Nations and other Aboriginal groups. The Prince George campus is situated on the traditional 
territory of the Lheidli T’enneh, part of the Dakelh (Carrier) First Nations. 
 
WELCOME!!!! - Hi everyone! I’m Dr. Heather Smith (she/her) and I’ll be your instructor for 
International Studies 498-698 – Critical Perspectives on Security   
 
COURSE ESSENTIALS  
 
Course Description  
A course with the designation of 498-698 is one that provides an opportunity to focus on a 
topic related to global and international studies. This course is called “Critical Perspectives on 
Security” and given that is a vast topic area, we’re going to focus on feminist security studies, 
gender, feminism, women, peace, and security – which is, as you will see, still a vast topic area. 
I’ve set up the first half of the class to explore debates and ideas related to feminist security 
studies and to reflect on the ‘feminist solutions for ending war’ as discussed in the edited 
volume by Megan MacKenzie and Nicole Wegner (2021). Then, inspired by your ‘feminist 
curiosity’ (Enloe 2004) you’ll choose the focus and help choose the content for the rest of the 
course and we’ll collaboratively determine how to engage with that content.  
 
About Me…..(and contact details too) 
In terms of my education, my PhD in Political Studies is from Queen’s University in Kingston, 
Ontario. I’ve been at UNBC since 1994. My research has generally focused on topics in Canadian 
foreign policy such as climate change and gender. I also write and think a lot about how 
disciplines are shaped and the power in that process. If you’re interested in what this means, 
please ask. My theoretical approach is that of a critical feminist (and again I’m happy to explain 
that further if you’re curious). I also love teaching. A commitment to teaching matters and if 
done well – we all learn. That’s my hope – that we all learn together.  
 
Course Delivery 
This course is online with synchronous class times on Tuesday and Thursday from 1pm – 2:20 
pm. We will meet in my Zoom room, and I’ll ensure the link is posted in Moodle for easy access.  
 
Class time will be dedicated to interactive and collaborative learning rather than lectures.  
Readings and any other items related to the class, for each week will be available on Moodle 
and it is assumed you’ll have all the work reviewed in advance of the class on Tuesday. During 
our class time there will be activities and conversations based on the content you’ve reviewed.  
 



 
Ethic of Care 
One of the things that I think is essential to the success of this class is an ethic of care. If you’re 
curious what I mean by this, check out this article by Kathy Davidson (2019). “The Single Most 
Essential Requirement in Designing a Fall Online Course”, HASHTAC, 11 May 2020, available at: 
https://www.hastac.org/blogs/cathy-davidson/2020/05/11/single-most-essential-requirement-
designing-fall-online-course.  It’s a reading for week one and it’s a quick and important read.  
 
Our bottom line – let’s all lead with kindness. We can’t always know what is going on for 
someone – so let’s be patient and kind in our words and acts. Let’s reflect on how we phrase 
our questions in discussions, how we engage in groups, and how we give feedback to each 
other. For me, an ethic of care will hopefully show up in flexibility and accommodation related 
to assignments and due dates. I hope you see that in the way the course is designed. And if you 
need help, please ask. Please ask. I don’t know what’s going on with you and I’m happy to find 
ways to support you. If you need to talk to someone, remember that UNBC Counselling Services 
are available to students via phone appointments. The information for Counselling Services is 
here: https://www.unbc.ca/wellness-centre/counselling-services. 
 
Remember that being caring, patient and kind doesn’t mean we don’t learn. We can ask 
thoughtful questions of each other and still be caring – it’s how we phrase the questions. We 
can challenge each other’s assumptions and still do so in a way that is engaged with the 
literature and offer different perspectives. Think about it – don’t we all take feedback and 
suggestions better when we feel that the person has our best interests in mind, and they are 
trying to be kind and helpful?  
 
Textbook  
There is one required book for this course, and it is available through the bookstore or in free 
digital format via the library. This book will be used for the middle part of the course. The book 
is:  Megan Mackenzie and Nicole Wegner, (2021) (eds) Feminist Solutions for Ending War (Pluto 
Press).  
 
Class Communication and Our Interactions  
 
Email – My email is Heather.Smith@unbc.ca. One thing that is important for you to know is that 
the university requires that all university related communication occur using UNBC email – and 
you’ve all got one because you were all assigned one. I will only communicate using your UNBC 
email and all the class communication will be sent to your UNBC emails. Please make sure you 
check it regularly.  
 
I will aim to respond to your emails within 24 hours – excluding weekends. To help me ensure 
student emails receive priority it will help if you put the course number “INTS 498-698”.  
 



Weekly Announcements – I’ll set up weekly announcements with reminders of due dates, 
reminders to review tasks for the weeks and so forth. Also, if there are any changes to students’ 
hours, I’ll notify you of that as well.  I’ll make sure we have reminders during class as well.         
 
Student Hours – I’m always happy to chat with students about the course. I’ll be hanging out in 
the Zoom room for our class once a week, from 11:30 am-12:30 pm Pacific time on Thursdays. 
Feel free to come and chat with me. I am also available to chat face to face or via Zoom, by 
appointment.  
 
Course Learning Objectives  
Learning objectives express to you, the students, what I hope you will be able to feel, think and 
do by the end of the class. These objectives are designed to try to make my hopes for your 
learning transparent.  
 

• By the end of this class students will be able to critically reflect on the concepts of 
feminist security studies, feminism, gender, women, peace, and security. 

• By the end of this class students will be able to practice their own feminist curiosity and 
explore ideas arising from the readings through discussions and written work.  

• By the end of the class student will be able to reflect on, write about and discuss 
competing perspectives of ‘feminist solutions for ending war’.  

• By the end of the class students will be able to explore, apply, and discuss ideas arising 
out of class through a creative format of their own choosing. 

 
Course Assessments  
 
Participation – worth 25% of your final grade. 
There are a range of class related activities that will make up your participation grade.  
 

1. Class discussions - During class time, we will engage in a variety of activities. For 
example, on Wednesdays we will often examine the readings for that given week using 
various interactive formats. There will be opportunities within the class for various kinds 
of student engagement such as writing summaries of the discussion or reporting out on 
a group discussion. All our sessions will be run seminar style.  

2. Learning journals – these are about sharing your insights with me and are a required 
part of the participation. There will be three over the semester.  

3. General activities – there will be small activities included in many of the weeks, such as 
introductions, or feedback which I will indicate as required or optional but even the 
optional ones, like the feedback mechanisms are very helpful to the class. Not all 
general activities are listed below.  

4. Reading questions – in our moodle shell, I’ll post weekly questions designed to guide 
your reading and that you’ll come to class prepared to reflect on those questions. Of 
course, you’ll welcome to identify other questions that have arisen for you as you have 
read the articles or watched the videos assigned for that week.  



5. You are always welcome to ask any questions. You can ask questions in class and if 
you’re reluctant to post or pose a question, you can always email it to me, and I’ll post it 
on your behalf or ask it on your behalf.  

 
Small commentary about participation: For me, participation is about showing that you’ve read 
the readings and are trying to work through the ideas. It’s not about perfection or perfect 
answers…it’s about being open to wondering, being curious, and taking the risk.  
 
This class participation rubric, while designed for face-to-face classes, can used to reflect on 
your online engagement.  
 
Class Participation Rubric1 
 A B C/D F 
 
Peer 
Interaction 
 

Actively supports, 
engages, and 
listens to peers 
(ongoing) 
 

Makes a sincere 
effort to interact 
with peers 
(ongoing) 

Limited 
interaction with 
peers 

Virtually no 
interaction 
with peers 
 

 
Preparation 
 

Arrives fully 
prepared at every 
class session 

Arrives mostly, if 
not fully, 
prepared 
(ongoing) 

Preparation is 
inconsistent 

Rarely or never 
prepared 
 

 
Participation 
 

Plays an active 
role in 
discussions 
(ongoing) 

Participates 
constructively in 
discussions 
(ongoing) 

When prepared, 
participates 
constructively in 
discussions 

Comments 
vague if given; 
frequently 
demonstrates 
lack of interest 

 
Contribution  
to Class 
 

Comments 
advance level and 
depth of dialogue 

Relevant 
comments are 
based on 
assigned 
material 

When prepared, 
Relevant 
comments are 
based on 
assignments 

Demonstrates a 
noticeable lack 
of 
interest on  
occasion 
 

 
 
Group 
Dynamics 

Group dynamic 
and level of 
discussion are 
often better 
because of 
candidate’s 
presence 

Group dynamic 
and level of 
discussion are 
Occasionally 
better, but not 
worse, because 

Group dynamic 
and level of 
discussion are 
Sometimes 
disrupted by 
candidate’s 
presence 

Group dynamic 
and level of 
discussion are 
often disrupted 
by 
candidate’s 
presence 

 
1 Adapted from Adam Chapnick, "Creating a Class Participation Rubric" in Teaching Professor: Tips for Encouraging Student 
Participation in Classroom Discussions, n.d., p. 14-15. Available at: http://www.bgsu.edu/downloads/provost/file116040.pdf 
 



of candidate’s 
presence 

 
 

 
 
Reflective paper – worth 20% of your final grade - Due by February 8, 2023.  
This short reflective paper will focus on themes arising out of your engagement with the 
MacKenzie and Wenger (2021) edited volume. The short essay is to be 2000 words for 
undergraduate students and 2500 words for graduate students. More details will be posted in 
Moodle in the Assignments section. 
 
Mid-semester Reflections with the Instructor - worth 10% of your final grade.  
Mid-semester reflections to happen between February 6 and February 16, 2032. One-hour 
conversations with the instructor will be set up for during these weeks to discuss your 
reflections on the class thus far and your participation. Examples of the types of questions that 
could be included in the conversation are available in the assignments section of the moodle 
shell.  
 
Create your own adventure! - 55% of the class grade will come from participation, a reflective 
paper and mid-semester reflections but there is 45% of the value course that is otherwise 
unassigned.  
 
Options are varied (individual and group) – each of the options has various components that I’ll 
break down into components with percentages once we’ve determined your plan. You are 
welcome to propose other options such as a series of short papers or a podcast, for example.  
The requirements will vary depending on whether you are a graduate student or undergraduate 
student.  
 

• Create some sort of artwork – meet with professor about your plan, create and present 
artwork to the class and write a reflection on it (individual) 

• Create a board game – meeting the professor about your plan, create a board game that 
we will play in some fashion, debrief with the professor, and write a reflection on it 
(could be done as a group of two, but the debriefs and reflections are individual)  

• Run the course for a week – meet with the professor about your plan, choose the topic, 
choose the readings, run the class that includes a short presentation on the topic, 
debrief with professor, and write a reflection on your experience (could be done as a 
group of two, but the debriefs and reflections are individual)  

• Research paper – outline, annotated bibliography, consultation with professor before 
drafting, submission and discussion about the paper after submission (individual) 

 
 
Late Penalties 
You’ll see in the descriptions of the assignments that there are due dates because we all need 
some structure and we all need to manage our time. HOWEVER, if you run into problems and 
anticipate a delay in submission on any of your assignments, please contact me and we can 



chat. I am happy to find a way to support your success. Of course, if there are extenuating 
circumstances that require more significant kinds of accommodation, please let me know and 
we will work something out.  
 
Academic Dishonesty and Plagiarism 
It’s important for you to know that there are academic rules related to academic dishonesty 
and plagiarism. There is a very detailed UNBC policy on Academic Dishonesty that can be found 
here. I strongly encourage you to review the definitions of academic dishonesty on pages 8-10. 
Some key elements relate to plagiarism (and if you’re not sure what that means please ask and 
we’ll spend some time ensuring you’re clear on that), submitting the same work to two classes, 
and cheating on exams.  
 
For this class, understanding the rules about proper citation for written work and evidence you 
bring into the discussions is important because they relate to concerns of plagiarism. We’ll 
provide you with lots of reminders about citing your evidence and we’ll explain why it’s 
important. Bottom line – show where ideas come from if they are not your own. And 
sometimes we might ask for evidence to back up a position you’re taking because it’s a good 
practice to bring in other sources to back up your views.  
 
If you have any questions on any of this ….. please ask.  
 
 
COURSE OVERVIEW*  
*Please note that this does not list always list all the content for the week – there will be in class 
activities that may not be listed here.  
 
 
 
 
 
Week One - January 5, 2023: Introduction to the Course and Welcome.  
 

• Review weekly learning objectives – these are designed to help you understand what 
my aspirations are for your learning for each week. (Item 1.0 in our course Moodle 
shell).  

• Please have the syllabus reviewed in advance of the class and have it easily accessible 
and bring all your questions!  (In the genera section of our course Moodle shell) 

• Please provide an introduction of yourself in Item. 1.1.  
• Learning Journal One – available on Moodle and due by January 12, 2023. (Item 1.2 of 

our course Moodle shell) 
 

 

WELCOME AND SETTING THE STAGE FOR THE COURSE 



Week Two – Week of January 10 and January 12, 2023:  Reflections on Feminist Security Studies 
I 
Readings (Item 2.1 in our Moodle shell):  
 
This looks like a lot of reading, but they are all very short (23 pages in the forum + 10 pages for 
the Enloe article. The readings from Politics & Gender are available through the UNBC 
databases. The Enloe video and reading can be found in the moodle shell.  
 

• Jennifer K. Lobasz and Laura Sjoberg. “Introduction.” Politics & Gender 7, no. 4 (2011): 
573–76. doi:10.1017/S1743923X11000365. 

• J. Ann Tickner. “Feminist Security Studies: Celebrating an Emerging Field.” Politics & 
Gender 7, no. 4 (2011): 576–81. doi:10.1017/S1743923X11000377. 

• Carol Cohn. “‘Feminist Security Studies’: Toward a Reflexive Practice.” Politics & 
Gender 7, no. 4 (2011): 581–86. doi:10.1017/S1743923X11000389. 

• Valerie M. Hudson. “But Now Can See: One Academic's Journey to Feminist Security 
Studies.” Politics & Gender 7, no. 4 (2011): 586–90. doi:10.1017/S1743923X11000390. 

• Annick T. R. Wibben. “Feminist Politics in Feminist Security Studies.” Politics & Gender 7, 
no. 4 (2011): 590–95. doi:10.1017/S1743923X11000407. 

• Laura Sjoberg. “Looking Forward, Conceptualizing Feminist Security Studies.” Politics & 
Gender 7, no. 4 (2011): 600–604. doi:10.1017/S1743923X11000420. 

 
Note: I’ve removed one of the articles in this forum by Wilcox – just wanted to note this 
because it will be referred to in the set of readings for next week.  
 
In addition to the forum, please review the following (Items 2.2 and 2.3):  

• Conversation with Cynthia Enloe (2015), “What does it mean to have a feminist curiosity 
about international politics” available at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_nio078IQ_U 

• Cynthia Enloe. “Flick of the Skirt: A Feminist Challenge to IR’s Coherent 
Narrative”, International Political Sociology, 10, no. 4, (2016): 320–
331, https://doi.org/10.1093/ips/olw017 

 
Assignments:  
Reminder – don’t forget your first learning journal should be done by January 12, 2023 
(available in Week One Item 1.2).  
 
 
Week Three: Week of January 17 and January 19, 2023: Reflections on Feminist Security Studies 
II 
 
Readings:  



• Laura J. Shepherd, “The State of Feminist Security Studies: Continuing the 
Conversation”, International Studies Perspectives, 14, no. 4, (November 2013): 436–
439, https://doi.org/10.1111/insp.12055 

• Swati Parashar, “Feminist (In)securities and Camp Politics”, International Studies 
Perspectives, 14, no 4, (November 2013): 440–443, https://doi.org/10.1111/insp.12040 

• Christine Sylvester, “Passing American Security”, International Studies Perspectives, 14, 
no 4, (November 2013): 444–446, https://doi.org/10.1111/insp.12041 

• Teresia Teaiwa, Claire Slatter, “Samting Nating: Pacific Waves at the Margins of Feminist 
Security Studies”, International Studies Perspectives, 14, no. 4, (November 2013): 447–
450, https://doi.org/10.1111/insp.12042 

• Bina D’Costa and Katrina Lee-Koo, “The Politics of Voice: Feminist Security Studies and 
the Asia-Pacific”, International Studies Perspectives, 14, no. 4, (November 2013), 451–
454, https://doi.org/10.1111/insp.12054 

• Soumita Basu, “Emancipatory Potential in Feminist Security Studies”, International 
Studies Perspectives, 14, no. 4, (November 2013), 455- 
458, https://doi.org/10.1111/insp.12043 

• Laura McLeod, “Ethnographic Explorations and Fragmented Senses of Feminist 
Insecurity”, International Studies Perspectives, 14, no. 4, (November 2013), 459–
462, https://doi.org/10.1111/insp.12044 

 
In addition to the forum above which responds to the readings from the previous week, please 
also read:  

• Roxani Krystalli and Philipp Schulz, “Taking Love and Care Seriously: An Emergent 
Research Agenda for Remaking Worlds in the Wake of Violence”, International Studies 
Review, 24, no. 1, (March 2022), viac003, https://doi.org/10.1093/isr/viac003 (this piece 
is open access so just click on the doi related link)) 

 
Week Four: Week of Monday January 24 and Wednesday January 26, 2023: Exploring Feminist 
Solutions for Ending War (MacKenzie and Wegner, 2021) 
 
Readings: 
Feminist Solutions for Ending War (MacKenzie and Wegner, 2021), pp. xii-88. 
 
Week Five: Monday January 31 and Wednesday February 2, 2023: Exploring Feminist Solutions 
for Ending War (MacKenzie and Wegner, 2021) 
 
Readings: 
Feminist Solutions for Ending War (MacKenzie and Wegner, 2021), pp. 89-165. 
 
Week Six: Monday February 7 and February 9, 2023: Exploring Feminist Solutions for Ending 
War (MacKenzie and Wegner, 2021) 
 
Readings: 



Feminist Solutions for Ending War (MacKenzie and Wegner, 2021), pp. 166-230. 
 
Assignments:  
Mid-semester reflections with the instructor this week and next week.  
Reflective paper due February 9, 2023.  
 
Week Seven – Week of February 14 and February 16, 2023: Reflections on the Course Content 
to Date and Planning for the Remainder of the Class 
 
No new readings  
 
Assignments:  
Mid-semester reflections with the instructor this week.  
 
Week Eight – Week of February 28 and March 2: Student Choice - TBD 
 
Readings (Item 8.1): TBD 
 
Assignments:  
Learning Journal Two due March 2, 2023 at 6pm. (Item 8.3) 
 
 
Week Nine – Week of March 7 and March 9, 2023: Student Choice - TBD 
 
Readings (Item 9.1): TBD 
 
 
Week Ten – Week of March 14 and March 16, 2023: NO CLASS 
 
No class this week.  
 
 
Week Eleven – Week of March 21 and March 23, 2023: Student Choice - TBD 
 
Readings (Item 11.1): TBD 
 
 
Week Twelve – Week of March 28 and March 30, 2023: Student Choice - TBD 
 
Readings: (Item 12.1): TBD 
 
 
Week Thirteen – Week of April 4 and April 6, 2023: Review  
 



No new readings  
 
Assignments:  
Final learning journal due April 3, 2023 at 6pm. (Item 13.2) 
 
 
STUDENT RESOURCES 
 
Library 
The library is wonderful! The library is so great. This photo is a photo of the inside of the Weller 
Library on the Prince George campus of UNBC. Beautiful. And the folks in the library are our 
friends. International Studies has a wonderful dedicated research librarian by the name of 
Kealin McCabe (Kealin.McCabe@unbc.ca). She is amazing and she will help you with all of your 
research needs.  
 
She also created a library guide for our department here and there is a link to our course 
available here:  
https://libguides.unbc.ca/ints/starting-your-research. It’s really worth checking out because it’s 
got a link to the textbook and also links to citation guides that you might need for this course.     
 
Copyright notice  
Copyrighted items provided to you are normally licensed* through the library.  Where not 
licensed, copies of materials (e.g. a PDF or WORD doc) in the course shell or distributed in class 
are made pursuant to the Fair Dealing Policy of the University of Northern British Columbia. 
Each copy may only be used for the purpose of research, private study, criticism, review, news 
reporting, education, satire, or parody. If the copy is used for the purpose of review, criticism, 
or news reporting the source and the name of the author must be mentioned. The use of each 
copy for any other purpose may require the permission of the copyright owner. Each copy 
should be deleted/discarded at the end of the course and/or research project.  
*Licensed resources can be found electronically in library databases and are subject to the 
terms and conditions of the license (found on the database or journal record in the library 
catalogue).  
  
Access Resource Centre  
The Access Resource Centre (ARC) provides service to students with documented disabilities or 
health conditions, ranging from permanent to temporary, including but not limited to mental 
health disabilities, learning disabilities and attention deficit disorders, chronic health issues, 
brain injury, hearing and visual impairments, mobility and other physical disabilities. ARC staff 
are available by appointment to assess specific needs, provide referrals, and arrange 
appropriate accommodations to assist you in achieving your academic goals. Students who may 
have a need for special accommodation are encouraged to contact ARC by email 
at arc@unbc.ca, by phone 250-960-5682, or in person in Room 10-1048 of the Teaching and 
Learning Building (Building 10). For more information, please visit unbc.ca/access-resource-
centre. 



 
Academic Success Centre  
The Academic Success Centre provides students with free access to academic support services: 
tutoring (face-to-face, online, or drop-in), personalized study skills assessments, peer-led course 
supports, downloadable handouts, access to self-assessment sites and customized programs 
and workshops.   
 
For more information or to book an appointment, see the Academic Success Centre website at 
www.unbc.ca/asc, visit the circulation desk on the first floor of the library, or phone 250-960-
6367.  
 


