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COURSE TITLE: Contemporary Economic Issues 
COURSE NUMBER: ECON 204/INTS 298 (F22) 
CLASS: Tuesdays and Thursdays 2:30 – 3:50PM (10-4074) 
OFFICE HOURS: Tuesdays (1:00-2:00pm) or by      
     appointment via email or www.calendly.com/profkelly 
 

INSTRUCTOR: Professor Liam D. Kelly 
EMAIL ADDRESS: liam.kelly@unbc.ca 
OFFICE NUMBER: 10-4582 
 

Course Description 
 
This course provides an introduction to contemporary economic issues. Issues examined will 
vary by year and may be related to trade, finance, demographic change, regional economic 
development, Aboriginal economic development, energy, and various aspects of government 
policy and behaviour. This year we will be focusing on issues related to economic 
development. Course content will be focused on microeconomic issues of development and 
there will be a particular emphasis on property rights and institutions. Importantly, a large 
portion of the readings that we discuss in this class will focus on issues related to economic 
development in Indigenous communities. While some of our content will relate to contexts in 
Canada, I will include readings from around the world. Lastly, we will also be learning about 
the winners of the 2022 Nobel Prize in Economics, which will be announced on October 10th. 
 
The course will be assessed through a mix of article summaries, course engagement, and a 
research essay. Students are expected to read all assigned readings and be prepared to discuss 
them in the discussion board and/or during in-class discussions. 

 

Course Objectives 
 
This course is designed to develop your capacity to: 
 

(1) Understand key economic concepts from development economics; 
 

(2) Analyze and apply economic concepts to contemporary issues related to 
economic development; 

 

(3) Gain experience with reading, understanding, and using academic literature; 
 

(4) Write and conduct research that is interesting, academically rigorous, and policy 
relevant. 

 

Required Text 
 
There is no required text for this class. Various articles, reports, book excerpts, videos, 
podcasts, etc. will be used instead. All materials will be made available on the course website. 
 

http://www.calendly.com/profkelly
mailto:liam.kelly@unbc.ca
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Assessment 
 
Course Engagement         15%  
Article Summaries   (10 summaries at 2.5% each)    25% 
Research Essay Outline                     5% 
Research Essay Presentation                   10% 
Research Essay          45% 
 
 

Total           100% 
 

Course Engagement (15%) 
 
This course is focused on reading, discussing, and understanding academic literature and key 
concepts, theories, and themes from development economics. In-class discussions will be an 
important aspect of this class and you will be expected to participate and contribute to these 
discussions. In addition to the in-class discussions, we will be making use of an online 
discussion board. Students are expected to actively engage in course materials and to 
demonstrate their engagement by asking and answering questions, contributing to in-class 
discussions, posting on the discussion board, and other activities that contribute to the course. 
Students’ engagement in the course is worth 15% of their final grade. While the expectation is 
that all students will actively engage with course materials and contribute to in-class 
discussions, students can choose to prioritize those engagement activities that they are most 
comfortable with. For example, if you are not comfortable with in-class discussions, you can 
prioritize the discussion board and other related activities. I am also open to alternative 
approaches to course engagement; email me or speak to me after class if you have ideas. In 
general, students should broadly engage and participate in this course in a variety of ways. 
 
Students will be required to self-assess their engagement and justify the grade they think they 
deserve three times throughout the semester (dates are below). The instructor will review 
students’ justifications and decide whether to agree with their grade or provide a different 
grade. Students’ justifications need only be a paragraph or two but should be typed and 
formatted professionally and submitted in-person at the start of class. Email submissions will 
only be accepted in special circumstances. Late submissions will lose 10 percentage points per 
day. 
 
 Due Date 
Self-Assessment #1    October 11th, 2022 
Self-Assessment #2 November 8th, 2022 
Self-Assessment #3 December 6th, 2022 

 

Article Summaries (25%) 
 
Each week students will be expected to submit a summary of that week’s article. There will be 
ten article summaries in total. I will be providing a standard set of questions that must be 
answered each week (e.g. what the main thesis of this article is) but may occasionally ask you 
to answer additional questions related to the article. Each summary is worth 2.5%. 
Submissions should be typed and formatted professionally and submitted in-person at the start 
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of class. Email submissions will only be accepted in special circumstances. Late summaries will 
not be accepted. 
 

Research Essay (60%) 
 
Academic research is the structure of this course. We will be discussing and analyzing relevant 
literature in every class. To further develop these skills, I am asking you to write an original 
research essay on a topic you are interested in that relates to the material of this course. You 
have a significant amount of latitude here, so have fun. Importantly, students will not be 
expected to conduct any empirical analysis. The purpose of this essay is to get experience with 
the early stages of research: identifying a question and scoping out how you will address it. I 
will be providing more information about what I expect in the first few weeks of class.  
 
The paper will be assessed in three components. First, students will be asked to submit an 
outline (5%) of their research topic early in the semester. This outline must detail the GAP in 
the literature that you are trying to address, as well as a minimum of 5 academic sources and 
2 non-academic sources. I will then provide feedback to each student to ensure that each 
project is manageable and to provide guidance where needed. Near the end of the semester, 
students will be asked to give a short presentation (10%) summarizing their research essay. A 
full-version of the paper (45%) will be due at the end of the semester.  
 
The goals of the research essay are: (1) to develop your understanding of a specific economic 
development issue; (2) enhance your ability to apply and understand economic concepts; and 
(3) to improve both your research and writing skills. A late final paper will receive a penalty of 
10 percentage points for each day late. 
 

Class Structure and Attendance   
 
Lectures will be held face-to-face and at the specified time. In general, Tuesday’s will be 

lectures on specific topics related to that week’s readings, and Thursday will be an open 

discussion about the readings and the broader topics and themes of the week. You are 

expected to have read the readings prior to Thursdays class and be prepared to engage in an 

open discussion. 

 

If you miss a lecture, it is your responsibility to find out what you missed (preferably from a 

classmate). I will also be using PowerPoint slides for lectures and these will be posted online. 

In some cases, I may pre-record and post a lecture instead of providing a live (in-class) lecture. 

If you miss a discussion class, it is your responsibility to demonstrate your course engagement 

in another way (e.g. the discussion board). 

 

Office Hours 
 
I will hold weekly office hours on Tuesday’s after class (1:00-2:00PM). This is an opportunity 

for you to ask questions about course content. You can also discuss grades or any other 
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relevant questions you may have. You also have the ability to book an online meeting with me 

via email or Calendly, if you can’t make the scheduled office hours or would like to meet with 

me privately. You can do this through email, or preferably through Calendly. To book a 15-

minute office hours meeting, visit https://calendly.com/profkelly, select a date and time, and 

respond to the relevant questions. Group attendance in these meetings is allowed but is up to 

the individual student that requests the meeting (you can add guests through Calendly). 

 

Deadlines   
 
All late self-assessments, research essays and research essay outlines will lose 10% per day. 

Article Summaries cannot be submitted late, and research essay presentations cannot be made 

up at a later date. Unless sufficient evidence is provided, late article summaries and missed 

presentations will receive a zero. 

 

Grade Appeals 

All students have the natural and reasonable right to appeal grades given during the term, the 

final grade of a course, and other academic policies and decisions of the University. The Senate 

Committee on Academic Appeals is the final adjudicator in such matters. All formal appeals 

must be made through the Registrar, in writing and with necessary documentation, within 15 

working days of the receipt of the decision in question. For more details, see 

https://www2.unbc.ca/sites/default/files/sections/policy/studentappealsprocedures.pdf. 

In additional to the formal appeals process, students can request that the instructor re-assess 

any component of a course. If there is an issue with a grade, students must contact the 

instructor immediately (within 5 days of receiving the grade). Importantly, all re-graded 

assessments will be fully re-assessed. This means that your grade will be increased in places 

where you received too low of a grade, but your grade may also decrease in places where you 

received too high of a grade. This encourages students to comprehensively review their 

submissions before requesting a regrade. Importantly, it is up to the student to choose whether 

they want the instructor to complete the regrade or whether they prefer the formal appeal 

process. Importantly, only one option can be selected. 

 

E-mail Communication and Moodle 

 
As per university regulations, all students are required to check their <unbc.ca> e-mail account 

regularly: e-mail is the official route of communication between the University and its students. 

For all class communication please include ECON 204 or INTS 298 in the subject line. In 

addition, all course content (including course announcements) will be posted to Moodle, 

students are encouraged to check Moodle regularly and setup notifications. 

 

https://calendly.com/profkelly
https://www2.unbc.ca/sites/default/files/sections/policy/studentappealsprocedures.pdf
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Student Rights and Responsibilities  
 

To better understand your rights and responsibilities, review the following link and please ask 

for any clarifications: https://www2.unbc.ca/policy/students-rights-and-responsibilities.  

 

Academic Integrity and Plagiarism 
 

UNBC is committed to upholding the highest standards of academic integrity and enjoins all 

members of the University community – faculty, staff, and students – to be aware of what 

constitutes academic misconduct and to do as much as possible to prevent academic offences 

from occurring. The University takes a serious view of academic misconduct, and it is your 

responsibility as a student to be aware of and to abide by the University's policy. Included in 

the definition of academic misconduct are such activities as cheating on examinations, 

plagiarism, misrepresentation, and submitting the same material in two different courses 

without written permission from the relevant instructors. Review the following link and please 

ask for any clarifications: https://www2.unbc.ca/sites/default/files/sections/policy/ 

academicandnon-academicconductpolicy.pdf. 

 

Disabilities and Accommodations 
 

As the instructor, I am committed to ensuring that all students that are interested can fully-

participate, engage, and enjoy this course. Students with disabilities or other accommodation 

needs are encouraged to utilize all available services from the beginning of the semester. The 

mandate of the Access Resource Centre (ARC) is to assist in reducing the physical, attitudinal 

and systemic barriers faced by students with disabilities. Students with disabilities who would 

like to receive access and academic accommodations through the ARC need to self-identify 

and register with the center. For more information, visit this website:  
 

http://www.unbc.ca/access-resource-centre.  

 

Students can also email ARC at arc@unbc.ca or visit the office located in the Teaching and 

Learning Building Room: 10-1048.  

 

Mental Health 
 

Everyone can experience mental health concerns or stressful events that can interfere with our 

academic performance and negatively impact our daily activities. 

 

All of us can benefit from support during times of struggle.  If you or anyone you know 

experiences academic stress, difficult life events or feelings of anxiety, depression or suicidal 

thoughts, the UNBC Wellness Centre team is available to help. Their services are free for 

https://www2.unbc.ca/policy/students-rights-and-responsibilities
https://www2.unbc.ca/%20sites/default/files/sections/policy/academicandnon-academicconductpolicy.pdf
https://www2.unbc.ca/%20sites/default/files/sections/policy/academicandnon-academicconductpolicy.pdf
http://www.unbc.ca/access-resource-centre
mailto:arc@unbc.ca
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UNBC Students and appointments are available. You can learn more about confidential 

mental health services available on and off campus at:   

https://www2.unbc.ca/counselling 

https://www2.unbc.ca/medical-clinic 

 

Lauren’s Promise 
 

In 2018, a student at the University of Utah was murdered after threats against her were not 
taken seriously by campus police and University officials. This student’s parents have asked 
instructors to include Lauren’s Promise in their course outlines going forward: 
 

I will listen and believe you if someone is threatening you 

 
 

Contact Info and Support Services at UNBC 
 

- If you are in immediate danger, call 911 
 
- On-Campus Emergency – ext. 3333 (internal only) 
 
- UNBC Security – (250) 960-7058 
 
- Sexual Violence/Security Incidents – (250) 960-5535 

 
- Counselling – (250) 960-6369 

 
- Northern Women’s Centre – (250) 960-5632 or empower@unbc.ca 

 
- UNBC Security Safewalk – (250) 960-7058 

 
- Health Services – (250) 960-6370 

 
Please do not hesitate to ask me for help if you need it. 

https://www2.unbc.ca/counselling
https://www2.unbc.ca/medical-clinic
mailto:empower@unbc.ca


                                   

 

Preliminary Schedule (Subject to Change) 
 

Week Date Topic Reading Tasks/Deliverables 

1  8-Sep-22 Introduction to Class + Syllabus Syllabus  

2  13-Sep-22 Introduction to (Development) 

Economics 

2019 Nobel Scientific Background  

15-Sep-22 Discussion   

3  20-Sep-22 Property Rights and Institutions I Schlager and Ostrom (1992) 

Demsetz (1967) 

 

 

22-Sep-22 Discussion  - Article Summary #1 

4  27-Sep-22 Property Rights and Institutions II Aragón (2015) 

Akee (2009) 

 

29-Sep-22 Discussion  - Article Summary #2 

5  4-Oct-22 History, Path-Dependence, and Long-

Run Economic Development 

Feir, Gillezeau, and Jones (2022)  

6-Oct-22 Discussion  - Article Summary #3 

 

6  11-Oct-22 Labour Markets, Migration, and 

Urbanization 

Ruiz and Vargas-Silva (2015) 

Biddle (2010) 

 

- Self-Assessment #1 

13-Oct-22 Discussion  - Article Summary #4 

 
7  18-Oct-22 2022 Nobel Prize in Economics 2022 Nobel Scientific Background - Research Essay Outline 

-  20-Oct-22 Discussion  - Article Summary #5 

8  25-Oct-22 Food Security and Agricultural 

Development 

Naylor, Deaton, and Ker (2020) 

Trosper (1978) 

 

 

27-Oct-22 Discussion  - Article Summary #6 
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9  1-Nov-22 Water Resources and Water Security Deaton and Lipka (2021) 

Lipka and Deaton (2015) 

 

3-Nov-22 Discussion  - Article Summary #7 

-  

 
10  8-Nov-22 Natural Resources and the Environment van Kooten, Nijnik, and Bradford (2019) 

Coria and Calfucura (2012) 

 

- Self-Assessment #2 due 

 

10-Nov-22 Discussion  - Article Summary #8 

11  15-Nov-22 Social Values, Wellbeing, and 

Alternative Measures of Development  

Thom and Grimes (2022) 

Bélisle, Wapachee, and Asselin (2021) 

 

17-Nov-22 Discussion  - Article Summary #9 

12  22-Nov-22 Open Topic (To Be Decided in 

Collaboration with Class) 

Reading to be set at a later date  

24-Nov-22 Discussion  - Article Summary #10 

13  29-Nov-22 Research Presentations   

1-Dec-22 Research Presentations   

14  6-Dec-22 Research Presentations (if needed), 

Course Wrap-up, and Discussion 

 
- Self-Assessment #3 due 

- Research Essay due 

 


