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November 2015 saw the inaugural offering of the Inspiring Women Among Us event (IWAU), held November 

13-25 (the 2015 theme: Women, Science and Environment), leading up to UNBC’s December 6
th

 Day of 

Remembrance and Action Against Violence Against Women (held November 25
th

 while classes were still in 

session).  IWAU, conceived as an annual event, was the brainchild of Dr. Zoe Meletis (Associate Professor, 

Geography Program, UNBC) and was co-organized by Dr. Meletis and Dr. Annie Booth (Professor, Ecosystem 

Science and Management Program, UNBC).   

This report offers an overview of the event, plans for the future and acknowledges the many collaborators, 

partners and sponsors that allowed this event to actually happen. 

Events 

IWAU hosted 34 activities between November 13-25 in addition to the UNBC Memorial ceremony for the 

National Day of Remembrance and Action on Violence Against Women, and the Montreal Massacre, held on 

November 25
th

.  One of our goals was to make this an inclusive community event extending beyond the UNBC 

Prince George campus.  We succeeded in this regard; we were able to hold several in the greater community of 

Prince George, and at our sister institution, the College of New Caledonia.  As well, two UNBC campuses 

outside of Prince George, UNBC-Terrace and UNBC-Quesnel, also hosted events.  Another goal was to 

showcase ‘good work’ already been done in community, as well as organizations in northern BC striving for 

improved gender relations and/or greater support for women and girls.  We were inspired by the degree of 

community buy-in, and a number of events were organized by individuals not on the IWAU Planning 

Committee.  Such involvement showcased community resources, diversified activity types and locations, and 

enriched the expertise/time availability to offer these activities.  People were extremely generous in organizing 

and offering these activities. 

There was also a related precursor event, on Dec. 5th: Dr. Si Transken themed her usual ‘Creativity and Coffee 

Night’ which raises funds for the Northern Women’s Centre housed at UNBC, as ‘Inspiring Women’, and  

many Inspiring Women performed that night. Including this event, IWAU attracted over 803 individual 

attendances. 
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We are grateful for all of our community sponsors and partners, and particularly appreciative of the funding we 

received from the Pacific Institute for Climate Solutions, the UNBC Office of the President, and BC Hydro.  

We hope to maintain and build upon this support in future years.  We were also delighted that the City of 

Prince George Mayor and Council were willing to support IWAU early on, by proclaiming November 13-

25
th

 Inspiring Women Among Us week, and by wearing our event t-shirts.   

A complete list of all the activities and their organizers can be found in the Appendix of this report, but there are 

a few we would like to highlight. 

The Discovery Centre 

The Discovery Centre was a 3-day event held Friday, November 13th through Sunday November 15th 2015. 

The Discovery Centre was designed to showcase UNBC science and research to visitors of all ages, but with a 

focus on pre-university students.  About 55 visitors (including adults, university students, high-school and 

elementary school students) came to check out the activities and we received a great deal of positive feedback. 

Visitors enjoyed the hands on nature of the activities as well as the opportunity to interact with people in 

different fields. Our activities included: 

A hero wall - Visitors could write their heroes on a shield and add it to the wall; 

Activity tables - UNBC programs and clubs hosted hands-on activities for visitors; 

Fireside chats - Volunteers with careers in the maths and sciences chatted with visitors about their work; 

Scavenger hunts - Visitors could fill out a questionnaire about inspirational women (information found on 

posters) and win a prize; 

Videos of inspirational women - Five inspirational UNBC women (students and alumni) were interviewed and 

the videos of these interviews were played during the Discovery Centre; and  

A Discussion Panel: The Crooked Path - We hosted a panel of six amazing women (UNBC alumni) with 

different backgrounds, and careers. They shared their stories and highlighted the fact that careers are twisty 

paths.  Co-organizers Stefanie LaZerte (UNBC post-doctorate Fellow), Michelle Stephen (UNBC Office of 

Communications) and Erin Beveridge (Senior Lan Instructor Math and Statistics Program) were critical to the 

success of this event along with some outstanding student assistants. 

 Art and Film 

Art activities became an important component of the IWAU event and brought in both different perspectives 

and very different audiences for the various activities.  IWAU’s inaugural event, the afore mentioned Coffee 

Night event, was organized and run by Si Transken, a UNBC professor (Social Work Program), poet, and visual 

artist.  The event was very well attended, and included an art exhibition (which ran for the month after), poetry 

readings, singing, and sharing of stories about ‘inspiring women’.  Rob Budde, a UNBC professor (English 

Program) and published poet/author, organized a Night of Poetry inspired by Women in Science and 

Environment which again attracted a broad community of participants, and an appreciative audience.  Finally, 

IWAU organized Prince George premieres for two newly released films: The Power of One Voice: A 50-Year 

Perspective on the Life of Rachel Carson (powerofonevoicefilm.com) and The Mask You Live In 

(therepresentationproject.org/film/the-mask-you-live-in/), a film about the impacts of destructive cultures of 

masculinity in North American society.  Both films included discussion panels.  We received a license for 

multiple showing of The Power of One Voice and held showings in Prince George, and at two other UNBC 

campuses (Quesnel; Terrace). 
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Titi Kunkel (Senior Laboratory Instructor, UNBC Quesnel) reported:  on November 19, 2015, members from 

UNBC and CNC’s Student Union organized the Inspiring Women Among Us event in Quesnel.  Carman Hill 

from College of New Caledonia’s Student Union worked with UNBC employees to organize this community 

event with seven inspirational women from the local community as speakers.  The film The Power of One 

Voice was shown.  There were 10 local women who displayed their work at this event; the event included 

published books, arts, and crafts.  Coffee and dessert was served; approximately 40 people from Quesnel 

attended.  We received very positive feedback from people.  Some of the women would like to see this as an 

annual event in Quesnel and even offered to help with organizing in future. 

Amy Klepetar (professor, Nursing Program, UNBC Terrace) reported: “Thank you for sharing the film [The 

Power of One Voice] with us out here!  We had 50 people show up (that's really big for here!), which was a 

nice mix of community members and students, and a good discussion afterward”.   

Finally, IWAU organized a display of several class-created posters (ENVS 309 Gender & Environment; MATH 

100) on women in different sciences and the environmental movement and these were displayed in the most 

travelled space of UNBC for the entire IWAU event. 

 Speakers 

IWAU was able to partner with two existing speaker series: the weekly NRESi Colloquium and Global Fridays 

series, to bring in three outstanding IWAU speakers.  Leigh Torres (professor, Oregon State University) 

spoke about her career-to-date as a female scientist, career attrition related to gender, and her own research on 

the utility of GIS and landscape ecology for the conservation of marine species, particularly with respect to 

various types of industrial developments, and climate change impacts on marine environments.  Her talk was 

attended by approximately 65 people (in the room; several people on-line).  Patrick Earley, (Wikimedia 

Community Advocate and Wikipedia Editor) spoke about gender imbalances in Wikipedia content and 

editing, as well as efforts to correct such imbalances.  His talk was attended by 66 people and he later led us in 

hosting a related IWAU Wikipedia edit-a-thon.  Jennifer Berdahl (professor, Sauder School of Business, 

University of British Columbia) spoke about gender and workplace treatment of employees, including four 

main approaches to this topic, and several case studies of related research; her talk was attended by 

approximately 50 people.  

 Panels 

IWAU 2015 included several panels-- two important panels were the Aboriginal Women and Science, and the 

LGBQT Panels.  Both were key topics that seem deserving of greater attention in our next iteration as they 

raised fruitful community questions and discussions.  A last significant panel was Women in Leadership, 

organized by the Community Development Institute (UNBC), which brought together four prominent 

women leaders to speak about their experiences in government and para-government agencies.  The panelists 

included Shirley Bond, MLA Prince George-Valemont (British Columbia); Stephanie Killam (former Mayor of 

Mackenzie, BC) Shauna Harper (economic development consultant) and Prince George City Councillor Jillian 

Merrick.  This event was attended by approximately 33 people, and we received unsolicited positive feedback 

about it.  These speakers were funded in cooperation with PICS, the UNBC Faculty Association, the 

Aldyen Hamber Women’s Studies Speaker Series, the Community Development Institute and Global 

Fridays. 

The Women’s Centre Mentoring Event featured a panel discussion facilitated by Sarah Boyd (Executive 

Director); speakers included: Shea Anker, Melissa Knott, and Alice Mphafi.  Shea is legally blind, a single 

parent and a graduate of UNBC with a BA in English and History.  Melissa grew up on an isolated First Nations 

community, and despite being pregnant at a young age, she graduated from high school, studied criminology 

and social services at CNC, and she now works with the Elizabeth Fry Society.  Alice originates from South 

Africa and lived through Apartheid before coming to Canada.  She is a single parent and has had many health 
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and situational challenges.  She has almost completed her Social Work degree at UNBC.  She has also worked 

at the Elizabeth Fry Society for many years.  Each participant provided inspiration as they described their past, 

highlighted successes, and discussed challenges and barriers that they have experienced along the way.  They 

revealed how they overcame challenges, surpassed expectations, and found fulfillment in their lives.  The 

participants discussed what mentorship meant to them, highlighting mentors in their own lives, as well as 

opportunities they have had to mentor others and ‘give back’.  Their stories were so inspirational!  Because of 

the low attendance (roughly 10 enthusiastic participants!) we are hoping to do the event again for International 

Women's Day, March 8th 2016. 

Workshops 

We had several workshops offered as part of IWAU.  We were particularly pleased to have one on Creating a 

Safe Work Environment (organized and run by the UNBC Human Resources Department) and one about 

Self-Esteem and the Imposter Syndrome (organized and run by UNBC’s Wellness Centre).  Both of these 

workshops addressed critical issues appropriate to both the IWAU event and the Day of Remembrance, and 

both included diverse participants- they connected students, faculty, and staff. 

Two free wellness workshops were organized by Women North Network/Northern FIRE on November 

14th.  Move into Wellness: Empowering Women through Creative Self-expression were participatory 

workshops that included discussion, movement and meditation as tools for wellness.  The workshops were held 

at the Advocating for Women and Children Shelter (AWAC) and included refreshments and door prizes.  

Participants included women from AWAC, Phoenix Transition House, students from UNBC and CNC along 

with women from the broader community.  There was an overwhelming sentiment/wish expressed by attendees 

that similar workshops should be available on an ongoing basis.  Women North Network/Northern FIRE 

committed to looking into possibilities for making these available more often.”  There were 15 participants in 

the first workshop and 10 in the second. 

Curriculum & Student Contributions 

We put out a call to our colleagues to support IWAU through complimentary teaching during the November 

event and had some very useful responses.  ENVS309 Gender & Environment contributed posters about 

‘women who stand out’ from two previous course years to the event, and MATH 100 Calculus I contributed 

posters about women in mathematics.  NRES700  Research Methods in Natural Resources and 

Environmental Studies (a graduate class for Masters candidates) used readings, presentations by women 

researchers and discussion of gender and scholarly authorship—which imbalances persist and why, from 

authorship to editorship, and academic valuations of these as their contribution.  Finally, the Nursing 

undergraduate program at UNBC-Terrace, under the leadership of professor Amy Klepetar learned about 

and discussed Rachael Carson, Janet Lane-Claypon, and Florence Nightingale in their Epidemiology class.  

They also discussed barriers for these and other women in science.  Their focus on women scientists also 

included publicizing the Nurses’ Health Study, including encouraging students to enroll in the current cohort. 

The Nurses’ Health Studies (http://www.channing.harvard.edu/nhs/) are among the largest and longest running 

investigations of factors that influence women’s health.  UNBC-Terrace also hosted an event called 

Quantum Leaps on October 25th, 2015, an evening where women who work in the areas of science, 

technology and engineering realms spoke on panels and acted as mentors to high-school girls in hopes of 

inspiring these types of future careers. 

The Inspiring Women Among Us Award 

The organizers wished to ensure that there would be a lasting legacy from this event, beyond increasing 

knowledge and raising awareness about women’s successes, and persistent barriers to success.  They 

collaborated with the UNBC Development Office and the UNBC President to establish a new Inspiring Women 

Among Us Award.  This award will be ‘non-academic’ in nature and will be available to any woman who has 

http://www.channing.harvard.edu/nhs/
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faced significant challenges in getting to UNBC.  We aim to be able to offer two annual awards (likely of $500 

and $1000) to students, based on financial need.   

Two key ingredients for the establishment of this award were support from UNBC President, Dr. Daniel Weeks, 

and the BC Hydro donation that allowed us to put all T-shirt revenues towards the perpetuation of IWAU (50%) 

and towards the new IWAU Award (50%).  BC Hydro has thus twice been a key sponsor, first for the IWAU 

event itself and then for the IWAU Award.  The first Award will be made in September of 2016. The IWAU 

Planning Committee will continue on-going fundraising activities on behalf of the Award, and future IWAU 

events. 

The UNBC-hosted Memorial Ceremony for the National Day of Remembrance of and Action on 

Violence against Women, and in recognition of the Montreal Massacre (Dec. 6
th

, 1989), held on 

Nov 25
th

, 2015 

One of the key goals of beginning IWAU as a tradition at UNBC was to increase and diversify attendance at 

UNBC’s Dec. 6
th

-related Memorial Ceremony, which occurs every year before the end of the Fall Semester.  

We are pleased to say that we succeeded in this goal.  It was wonderful to see a larger attendance than any in 

recent memory (80 people!), and one that included more men, scientists, faculty members in general, and 

students than usual.  We will include this goal in our yearly delivery of IWAU events.  We also hope to count 

on organizations like the Association of Professional Engineers and Geoscientists for their support in hosting 

this important event.  With their help, we were able to host a larger, and more welcoming after-Ceremony 

reception than in past years.  All of this contributed to greater awareness of gender-related issues (past and 

present), and of the valuable community services and resources provided by the Northern Women’s Centre 

housed at UNBC (the primary organizer of this event is its Executive Director, Sarah Boyd, with the assistance 

of the Northern Undergraduate Student Society’s (NUGSS) Women’s Representative).  We were pleased to 

draw IWAU to a close, with a crowded room full of Ceremony attendees wearing their IWAU T-shirts, and we 

thank all of those who helped to make this possible. 

The IWAU Planning Committee 

IWAU was fortunate enough to benefit from a very supportive and helpful Planning Committee that met 

regularly to discuss ideas and plan the events.  Thanks are owed to the following individuals who gave time, 

ideas and support: 

Ranjana Bird (Vice President Research, UNBC) 

Annie Booth (Professor, Ecosystem Science and Management Program, UNBC) 

Sarah Boyd (Executive Director, Women’s Centre, UNBC) 

Robert Budde (Professor, English Program, UNBC) 

Blake Hawkins (UNBC Alumnus) 

Dawn Hemingway (Chair, Social Work Program, UNBC) 

Erik Jensen (Acting Dean, College of Science and Management, UNBC) 

Albert Koehler (Councillor, City of Prince George) 

Stefanie LaZerte (Post-doctoral Fellow, UNBC) 

Janet Marren (PG Public Library, Bob Harkins Branch, Prince George) 
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Anna Mclauchlan (Instructor in English, College of New Caledonia and CNC Faculty Association Status of 

Women Committee) 

Jillian Merrick (City Councillor, City of Prince George) 

Zoe Meletis (Associate Professor, Geography Program, UNBC) 

Dan Ryan (Acting Provost, UNBC) 

Blanca Schorcht (Dean, College of Arts, Social and Health Sciences, UNBC) 

Anita Shaw (UNBC Graduate Student) 

Brenda Slomka (Assistant Director, UNBC Student Life  

Kevin Smith (Dean, Graduate Studies, UNBC) 

Michelle Stephen (Office of Development, UNBC and CUPE representative) 

Melinda Worfolk (College of New Caledonia) 

In addition, the UNBC Office of the President funded two IWAU Student Planning Assistants.  Meg 

Sterling (MA English) and Mia Pupic (BSc Biochemistry) were hired in July 2015.  Meg had to step down, 

and we hired Krystal Devauld (BA Environmental Studies) to finish the contract.  All three students proved 

essential to the success of the event through their astounding efforts and IWAU owes them much appreciation.   

Social Media Presence, and Media Coverage 

The IWAU event benefitted from the efforts of Meg Sterling, Mia Pupic and Krystal Devauld, who worked to 

create the platforms listed below, to promote and keep community members updated about IWAU events.  

These efforts benefitted from the assistance of members of the UNBC Communications Office (Matt Wood; 

Peter James, Erica Hargreaves and Lindsay Hastey): 

 an excellent webpage presence at http://www.unbc.ca/iwau and http://www.unbc.ca/iwau/events 

 an earlier blog: https://blogs.unbc.ca/iwau/ which the generated initial support for IWAU, and discussed 

motivations for the series of events  

 a Facebook page, Inspiring Women Among Us, which was very active not just in promoting the event 

but also in sharing information and stories around women in science and environmental activities on a 

daily basis, and 

 a Twitter account @IWAU_2015 ( #inspiringwomen2015), which sent out regular tweets, and allowed 

for feedback form organizers and participants. 

Community media coverage in Prince George was quite extensive thanks to coverage from CKPG News, the 

Prince George Citizen, 250news, myprincegeorgenow, and CFIS Community Radio (93.1).  We received 

coverage on a number of sites, which can be viewed here: 

http://www.princegeorgecitizen.com/news/local-news/inspiring-women-among-us-event-at-library-1.2112572 

http://www.princegeorgecitizen.com/news/local-news/event-seeks-inspiration-in-tragedy-1.2111693 

http://www.princegeorgecitizen.com/news/local-news/unbc-marks-montreal-massacre-in-campus-event-on-violence-

against-women-1.2119681 

http://www.ckpg.com/2015/11/18/inspiring-women-at-unbc/ 

http://www.unbc.ca/iwau
http://www.unbc.ca/iwau/events
https://blogs.unbc.ca/iwau/
http://www.princegeorgecitizen.com/news/local-news/inspiring-women-among-us-event-at-library-1.2112572
http://www.princegeorgecitizen.com/news/local-news/event-seeks-inspiration-in-tragedy-1.2111693
http://www.princegeorgecitizen.com/news/local-news/unbc-marks-montreal-massacre-in-campus-event-on-violence-against-women-1.2119681
http://www.princegeorgecitizen.com/news/local-news/unbc-marks-montreal-massacre-in-campus-event-on-violence-against-women-1.2119681
http://www.ckpg.com/2015/11/18/inspiring-women-at-unbc/
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http://www.ckpg.com/2015/11/15/12711/ 

http://www.250news.com/2015/11/11/two-week-event-plans-to-celebrate-women/ 

http://www.250news.com/2015/11/24/women-share-leadership-stories/ 

http://www.myprincegeorgenow.com/23515/23515/ 

http://www.myprincegeorgenow.com/23198/unbc-launches-two-week-celebration-of-women-in-science/ 

In addition two radio interviews were completed (CFIS Community Radio: 93.1 FM; The Goat 94.3 FM). 

Sponsorship 

We were deeply fortunate to have attracted a sufficient amount of sponsorship, in donations or in-kind, to allow 

us to undertake all activities in this our first year; we hope that our sponsors will see the community benefits 

from IWAU2015, and continue their financial support in future years.  Our top financial sponsors were: 

The Pacific Institute foe Climate Solutions 

UNBC’s Office of the President 

BC Hydro 

The Association of Professional Engineers and Geoscientists of British Columbia 

Additional sponsors (in alphabetical order): 

Aldyen Hamber Women’s Studies Speaker Series 

Alpha Pi Beta Sorority (who organized a fun IWAU Trivia Night) 

Becky Dochstader (UNBC Ancillary Services) 

Canada Council for the Arts 

Cinema CNC 

College of New Caledonia (Prince George Campus) 

Community Development Institute (UNBC) 

Faculty Association of the College of New Caledonia, Status of Women Committee 

Environmental Dynamics Inc. 

First Nations Studies Program (UNBC) 

Global Fridays speaker series (@UNBC) 

Natural Resources and Environmental Studies Institute (NRESi) (UNBC) 

Northern Undergraduate Student Society (NUGSS) (UNBC) 

Northern Women’s Centre (@UNBC) 

Pearl Loerke Photography (Prince George, BC) 

http://www.ckpg.com/2015/11/15/12711/
http://www.250news.com/2015/11/11/two-week-event-plans-to-celebrate-women/
http://www.250news.com/2015/11/24/women-share-leadership-stories/
http://www.myprincegeorgenow.com/23515/23515/
http://www.myprincegeorgenow.com/23198/unbc-launches-two-week-celebration-of-women-in-science/
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Prince George Public Library (Bob Harkins Branch) 

Society for Canadian for Women in Science and Technology (SCWST) 

The Thirsty Moose Pub (NUGSS @ UNBC) 

Two Rivers Gallery (& Maker Lab 2RG) (Prince George, BC) 

UNBC Auxiliary Services 

UNBC Bookstore 

UNBC First Nations Centre 

UNBC Green Centre 

UNBC Community Arts Council 

UNBC Conference Services 

UNBC Dean of the College of Science and Management 

UNBC Dean of the College of Arts, Social and Health Sciences 

UNBC Faculty Association 

UNBC Office of the Provost 

UNBC Office of Research 

UNBC Student Life 

UNBC Weller Library & staff 

Women North Network/Northern FIRE: The Centre for Women’s Health Research at UNBC 

We are deeply grateful for their support, without which this event could not have taken place. 
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The Inspiring Women Among Us Photo Gallery

 

UNBC Acting Provost Dan Ryan speaks at the IWAU 

Opening Ceremony 

 

 

 

Drummers open the IWAU event 

 

 

 

Our First IWAU/NRESi Speaker: Dr. Leigh Torres (Oregon State U.) 

All photos credit to Pearl Loerke Photography, 

who donated her professional services to the 

event.  

 

 

 

 

Student Planning Assistant Mia Pupic & IWAU T-

shirt. 
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Sarah Boyd, Executive Director of the Northern Women's Centre, at the Nov. 25the Memorial Ceremony. 
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Dr. Zoe Meletis (Geography) reads her poem at the Memorial Ceremony, on Nov. 25th.  The full text of the poem follows: 

A poem written by Zoë A. Meletis,  

for the Dec. 6
th

 memorial ceremony  

that drew IWAU to a close, on Nov. 25
th

, 2015 

 

Leaving the 514—the unknowing 14  

As they walked across cobblestones, potholes, dustings of snow, and sidewalk cracks, they did not know. 

As they toasted morning bagels, waved to neighbours and boarded the metro, they did not know. 

As they cracked open books, joked in halls, removed their tuques, and smiled at strangers, they did not know. 

As they entered classrooms, cafeterias, and hallways, they did not know. 

As they struggled to close lockers, adjust sweatshirts, and carry fat textbooks, they did not know. 

As the unfamiliar sounds began, they did not know. 

As their classmates hit the ground, they did not know. 

As the institutional green glowed to bright white, and their bodies gave way, they did not know. 

They did not know that Dec 6th was the day that they would be forced to leave the 514 because they had 

dared to open the wrong door—a door for them, a door for firsts, a door for discoveries, a door for others, a 

door for challenges and accolades.   

But sadly, a door that led them out of the 514… 
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Art work by Si Transken (Social Work), on 

display in the Rotunda as part of the annual 

month-long exhibit that raises funds for the 

Northern Women’s Centre, and artivism 

activities. The exhibit kicked off at the 

Coffee Night IWAU precursor organized by Si 

and funded by the UNBC Community Arts 

Council. 
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Appendix 1:  The Inspiring Women Among Us Event List 

Inspiring Women Among Us (IWAU) 2015 EVENT LIST  
(All events are open to the public and free unless indicated with a  

d: free but donations welcome, or $: costs involved) 

 

November 13-25, 2015 

Inspiring Women Among Us is an annual celebration leading up to the December 6
th
 Day of 

Remembrance and Action Against Violence Against Women. This event offers a wide variety 

of public events that celebrate women’s contributions to Canadian and global societies, and  

discuss ways society can support our female colleagues, friends and family members. 

 

 

*Please check: 

http://www.unbc.ca/iwau 

http://www.unbc.ca/iwau/events 

https://blogs.unbc.ca/iwau/ for updates,  

Facebook page: Inspiring Women Among Us 

Please Tweet about IWAU to @IWAU_2015 and use #inspiringwomen2015 

 

 

IWAU contact list (specific event contact names are listed with each event): 

 

Planning Assistants (students): 

Mia Pupić     mia.pupic@unbc.ca 

Krystal Devauld   devauld@unbc.ca 

Event email address  iwau@unbc.ca 

 

Faculty member organizers: 

Dr. Annie Booth   annie.booth@unbc.ca 

Dr. Zoë A. Meletis   zoemeletis@gmail.com OR zoe.meletis@unbc.ca 

 
“Inspiring Women Among Us” T-Shirt Sales ($15+) 

 
** ALL DONATIONS AND T-SHIRT SALE REVENUES WILL BE SPLIT BETWEEN 

SUPPORTING FUTURE IWAU EVENTS, and a  
DEDICATED IWAU AWARD AT UNBC FOR WOMEN IMPROVING THEIR EDUCATION 

DESPITE SIGNIFICANT CHALLENGES. 
 
 

Will be sold throughout at the UNBC Bookstore (cash & debit); or by email to annie.booth@unbc.ca 

http://www.unbc.ca/iwau
http://www.unbc.ca/iwau/events
https://blogs.unbc.ca/iwau/
mailto:mia.pupic@unbc.ca
mailto:devauld@unbc.ca
mailto:iwau@unbc.ca
mailto:annie.booth@unbc.ca
mailto:zoemeletis@gmail.com
mailto:zoe.meletis@unbc.ca
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Thursday, November 5, 2015 (precursor event) 

 
7PM (19h) Annual ‘Creativity and Coffee Night’ in support of the Northern Women’s Centre: 

ARTivism  

Entertainers, community artivists, poets, singers, and storytellers share their work.  This year, 

some works will respond to the IWAU 2015 theme “Women, Science, & Environment”.  

The event will include: entertainers, community artivists, poets, singers, and storytellers. This 

event always mixes emerging creative voices with more seasoned artists. Participants this year 

include: Rob Budde, Janet Marie Rogers,  Si Transken, Darcy Taylor, Adrienne Fitzpatrick, Mia 

Pupić, Krystal Vandenberg, Hiraa Rashid, John Mainville, Kim Gouchie,  Kelly Bouchard,  

Trina Johnson, Kyle Wilson and additional vibrant voices. April Henderson, Cat Silvertsen and 

other artists will be displaying their paintings and crafts in the Rotunda throughout November. 

Some art will be for sale; this event is a fundraiser for the Northern Women’s Centre, and we 

request that crafters and artists donate half of their sales revenues to the Centre.  Tasty treats 

provided, like samosas and cupcakes. Contact person: Si Transken at si@unbc.ca 

Rotunda, UNBC (entrance is off Student Success hallway/Bentley Centre). 

 

Friday, November 13, 2015 

 
10-6PM Discovery Centre An interactive science-themed set of activities, targeting youth and students 

(10-18h) (runs Nov. 13
th

-15
th

). Activities include hands-on learning, videos, and fire-side mentoring. 

  Geoffrey R. Weller Library, UNBC.  Contact person: michelle.stephen@unbc.ca 

 

3-3:30PM  Opening Welcome for Inspiring Women Among Us 2015: Women, Science, & Environment 

(15-15h30) Canfor Winter Garden, UNBC.  Contact person: annie.booth@unbc.ca 

 

3:30PM IWAU & NRESi hosted speaker:  

(15h30) Dr. Leigh Torres (Oregon State University).  Dots on a Map—Putting Them to Work for 

Marine Conservation, in Diverse Industrial Development and Climate Change Contexts 

 Room 8-166, UNBC.  Contact person: zoe.meletis@unbc.ca 

 To attend remotely, log in to the Webcast.  Follow instructions here: http://www.unbc.ca/nres-

institute/colloquium-webcasts. Leave yourself a few minutes to get set up before the talk begins. 

  

Saturday, November 14, 2015 
 

10-6PM Discovery Centre An interactive science-themed set of activities, targeting youth. 

(10-18h) (runs Nov. 13
th

-15
th

). Geoffrey R. Weller Library, UNBC.  Contact: michelle.stephen@unbc.ca 

  

12-1:30PM/ Move into Wellness: Empowering Women through Creative Self-expression A  

3-4:30PM participatory workshop including discussion, movement, and meditation as tools for wellness. 

(12-13:30h)/ (Facilitators: Dawn Hemingway, Indrani Margolin, and Lela Zimmer).   

(15-16:30h) AWAC Shelter Activity Room: 144 George St, Prince George, BC.   

Contact person: dawn.hemingway@unbc.ca . Organized in collaboration with Women North and 

Northern Fire. 
 

7PM  Film Night 1- The Power of One Voice: A Film Exploring the Impact of Rachel Carson’s     

(19h) Life and Work  

mailto:si@unbc.ca
mailto:michelle.stephen@unbc.ca
mailto:annie.booth@unbc.ca
http://www.unbc.ca/nres-institute/colloquium-webcasts
http://www.unbc.ca/nres-institute/colloquium-webcasts
mailto:michelle.stephen@unbc.ca
mailto:dawn.hemingway@unbc.ca
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Canfor Theatre 6-213, UNBC.  (d: free, but donations welcome). Contact person: 

annie.booth@unbc.ca. Film also shown by IWAU at Terrace (Nov. 18) and CNC on (Nov 20); 

refer your friends.  

Sunday, November 15, 2015 

 
11-3PM Discovery Centre An interactive science-themed set of activities, targeting youth. 

(11-15h) Geoffrey R. Weller Library, UNBC. Contact person: michelle.stephen@unbc.ca 

  

Monday, November 16, 2015 

 
2-4PM  Creating a Safe Workplace for All (workshop led by UNBC Human Resources). 

(14-16h)  Room 6-307, UNBC.  Contact person: dana.kharboutli@unbc.ca  

 

4-5:30PM Understanding LGTBQ Issues, a Primer (workshop led by UNBC alumnus Blake Hawkins). 

(16-17h30) Room 5-155, UNBC.  Contact person: blakewesleyhawkins@gmail.com  

 

Tuesday, November 17, 2015  *** TSHIRT TUESDAY; please wear IWAU shirts*** 
 

12-1:30PM/ Self-Esteem & Imposter Syndrome Mini-Sessions (facilitated by: Maria Walsh and Margaret 

1:45-3:15PM Fuller). An experiential and informative exercise in self-esteem discovery.  Join us in exploring 

influences, impacts, and solutions for this vital part of YOU! Refreshments provided.  

(12h-15:15h) Gathering Place 5-123, UNBC. Contact person: maria.walsh@unbc.ca .  

 

7-9PM  IWAU Pub Trivia Night Test your team’s knowledge about ‘famous’ women, & men who  

(19-21h) support them. Alcoholic and non-alcoholic IWAU specialty drinks available (percentage of 

proceeds go toward future IWAU events and the IWAU Award for women seeking education 

while facing serious life challenges). Organized by Alpha Pi Beta Sorority, and NUGSS. 

NUGSS Thirsty Moose Pub, UNBC. Contact person: Krystal Devauld at devauld@unbc.ca  

*Age restricted; 19+; liquor served on the premises* 

 

Wednesday, November 18, 2015   
 
10:00–11:00AM  Christin Wiedemann, Director, Communications,  SCWIST - Society for Canadian    

(10:00-11:00h)  Women in Science and Technology.  
   Careers in Science and Industry: Perspectives from the Field.  Refreshments provided. 

Room 5-157, UNBC. Contact person: annie.booth@unbc.ca    

 
11-12PM “Connecting U Café” & Careers in Science and Environment Info-Session (facilitated by 

(11-12h)  Kyrke Gaudreau; Student Life; City of Prince George guests). Refreshments provided. 

  Doug Little Lounge, UNBC.  Contact person: kyrke.gaudreau@unbc.ca 

  
12-2PM Mentor Coffee Hour Come for a coffee and add a message of thanks to our mentor wall. 

(12-14h) Refreshments provided. 

  Doug Little Lounge, UNBC.  Contact person: mia.pupic@unbc.ca 

   

12PM  Film Night 2- The Power of One Voice: A Film Exploring the Impact of Rachel Carson’s  

(12h) Life and Work.  (d: free, but donations welcome).  

  UNBC Terrace Campus-Room 103.  Contact person: amy.klepetar@unbc.ca  

mailto:annie.booth@unbc.ca
mailto:michelle.stephen@unbc.ca
mailto:dana.kharboutli@unbc.ca
mailto:blakewesleyhawkins@gmail.com
mailto:maria.walsh@unbc.ca
mailto:devauld@unbc.ca
mailto:annie.booth@unbc.ca
mailto:kyrke.gaudreau@unbc.ca
mailto:mia.pupic@unbc.ca
mailto:amy.klepetar@unbc.ca
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  Film also shown at UNBC (Nov. 14) and CNC (Nov.20); refer your friends. 
 

2-4PM  Aboriginal Women and Science Panel (organized by Dr. Jane Young). 

(14-16h) Panelists: Ms. Bev Isaac; Ms. Mabel Louie; and Ms. Jasmine Thomas 

Circle of Unity Room; Prince George Native Friendship Centre: 1600-3
rd

 Ave,  

 Prince George, BC. Contact person: jane.young@unbc.ca 

  

6-8:30PM IWAU-inspired poetry night (organizer/contact: Dr. Rob Budde at rbudde@unbc.ca). 

(18-20:30h) Dreamland School of the Arts: 1010-4
th

 Ave, Prince George, BC *stairs at all entrances* 

   

Thursday, November 19, 2015 
 

1-2PM  Allies and Activists Panel: Perspectives of the XY Chromosome  

(13-14) Organizer: Dr. Schorcht.  Panelists: Dr. Kevin Smith, Dr. Kyrke Gaudreau, Roland Gurney, and 

Edward Quinlan. 

Wondering what men can do?  Wondering how men can contribute to more equitable and 

accessible workplaces for all?  Come, listen, and discuss how to be a feminist, ally and/or activist 

supporting the success of women and girls in academia and other fields of work.  WE 

ESPECIALLY ENCOURAGE MEN TO ATTEND. 
  Room 5-172, UNBC.  Contact person: blanca.schorcht@unbc.ca    

 

2:30-3:30PM  Supporting Resilience in Graduate School Panel (organizer: Anita Shaw). 

(14h30-15h30) Graduate school uniquely challenges our personal resources, health and wellbeing, no  

  matter who we are, where we are, or our life circumstances. Taking a holistic view, current and  

  former graduate students discuss ways we can support our own resilience, enabling us to fully  

  meet these challenges.  

  Room 6-305, UNBC.  Contact person: anita.shaw@unbc.ca  

 

5-9PM  Free Entry to Open Make Night at Maker Lab 2RG 
(17-21h) Visit the Two Rivers Gallery (always free to the public on Thursday nights), and the Maker Lab. 

Challenge your own assumptions about making, crafting, and gendered contributions to art, 

technology, and maker culture.  Free entry with mention of IWAU & 2015 theme. Contact 

person: kathleen@tworiversgallery.ca  

 Two Rivers Gallery: 725 Canada Games Way (Civic Plaza), Prince George, BC  

  

7-9PM  IWAU Mentoring Event Workshop facilitated by Sarah Boyd; speakers: Shea Anker, Melissa  

(19-21h) Knott, Pray Say La, and Alice Mphafi.  Shea, Melissa, Pray, and Alice are from diverse 

backgrounds and represent different perspectives.  Each of the participants will provide 

inspiration as they describe their past, highlight successes, and discuss challenges and barriers 

that they have experienced along the way.  They will reveal how they have overcome challenges, 

surpassed expectations, and found fulfillment.  The participants will discuss what mentorship 

means to them, highlighting mentors in their own lives, as well as opportunities they have had to 

mentor others and ‘give back’ the kinds of supports they benefited from. 

Keith Gordon Room, PG Public Library: 887 Dominion St, Prince George, BC.   

Contact: Sarah Boyd: empower@unbc.ca  

PLEASE CONSIDER MAKING A DONATION TO AWAC OR ANOTHER LOCAL 

NON-PROFIT AS THANKS FOR THIS EVENT 

 

 

mailto:jane.young@unbc.ca
mailto:rbudde@unbc.ca
mailto:blanca.schorcht@unbc.ca
mailto:anita.shaw@unbc.ca
mailto:kathleen@tworiversgallery.ca
mailto:empower@unbc.ca
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Friday, November 20, 2015 

 
12-1:30PM IWAU & Global Fridays speaker:  

(12-13h30) Dr. Jennifer Berdahl (Montalbano Professor of Leadership Studies:  

Gender and Diversity, Organizational Behaviour and Human Resources Division, 

University of British Columbia). 

(a talk on gender, differential treatment, and consequences in the workplace). 

Room 7-212, UNBC.  Contact person: zoemeletis@gmail.com  
 

3:30-4:30PM  IWAU & NRESi hosted speaker:  

(15h30-16h30) Patrick Earley, Wikimedia Advocate and Wikipedia Editor.   

 How do you Solve a Problem like Marie Curie?  Wikipedia's Efforts to Ensure Balanced 

Representation in Science Content and Contributors. 

Room 8-166, UNBC.  Contact person: zoemeletis@gmail.com  

To attend remotely, log in to the Webcast.  Follow instructions here: http://www.unbc.ca/nres-

institute/colloquium-webcasts. Leave yourself a few minutes to get set up before the talk begins. 
 

7pm Film Night 3- The Power of One Voice: A Film Exploring the Impact of Rachel Carson’s  
(19h) Life and Work.  (d: free, but donations welcome). 

CNC Auditorium 1-306, College of New Caledonia (Prince George Campus). 

Contact person: Peter Maides: cinemacnc@yahoo.ca  

 

Saturday, November 21, 2015 

 
10-3PM Wikipedia Editathon on ‘Women, Science, & Environment’ (and Canadian content too!) 

(10-15h) (led by Patrick Earley).  

10-11:30 ‘How to—Wikipedia adding and editing basics’;  

11:30-1 pm: sponsored lunch;  

1-3p m: editing in community.  

Lab/room 5-234, on the 2nd floor of the Geoffrey R. Weller Library, UNBC. ** Our Prince 

George official editathon window will end Jan. 21, 2016 ** (contributions can continue 

afterwards); PG Public library branch will hold follow-up events before Jan 21, 2016. 

Contact person: zoemeletis@gmail.com 

 

Sunday, November 22, 2015 
 

3-4:30pm  The Hometown Project public presentation (artists: Jean Chisholm and Janine Merki) 

(15-16h30) hometownproject.ca 

 Keith Gordon Room, Bob Harkins Branch of the PG Public Library, 

887 Dominion St, Prince George, BC.  Contact: zoemeletis@gmail.com  

 

Monday, November 23, 2015 
 

10:00- 12 "Radical Self Advocacy for Self-Identified Women" NUSC Board Room 

The workshop will support women who participate to identify ways they are "left out" in 

university/research/ social justice work, and develop skills for addressing those barriers through 

direct actions (self-advocacy, boundary setting). This will set an example that self-advocacy and 

direct action is important in day-to-day/personal life situations, not just political / environmental 

ones.  Facilitators: Diandra Oliver (SFU) and Laura Sapergia (PGPIRG) 

mailto:zoemeletis@gmail.com
mailto:zoemeletis@gmail.com
http://www.unbc.ca/nres-institute/colloquium-webcasts
http://www.unbc.ca/nres-institute/colloquium-webcasts
mailto:cinemacnc@yahoo.ca
mailto:zoemeletis@gmail.com
mailto:zoemeletis@gmail.com
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11:30-1 UNBC Hometown Project pop-up participatory exhibit . WinterGarden, UNBC. 
2:00-3:30pm CNC Hometown Project pop-up participatory exhibit. Gathering place, CNC. 

6pm  Hometown class visit (CLOSED EVENT; for registered CNC class members only): 

  WEG121 Introduction to Design Thinking.  Room 2-315, CNC campus, Prince George. 

  Artists: Jean Chisholm, and Janine Merki; hometownproject.ca. Contact: zoemeletis@gmail.com  

 

3-5PM ‘Women in Leadership: Man, They’re Good!’  

(15-17h) Organized by the Community Development Institute, UNBC. A panel of successful women, set 

to discuss strategies for women to succeed in entrepreneurial, government, and professional 

positions where they are currently underrepresented.  Panelists include Shirley Bond, MLA 

Prince George-Valemont (British Columbia); Stephanie Killam (former Mayor of Mackenzie, 

BC) Shauna Harper and Prince George, BC City Councillor Jillian Merrick. 

 Refreshments will be served 
  Room 6-205, UNBC. Contact person: Marli Bodhi: mbodhi@unbc.ca 

 

Tuesday, November 24, 2015 *** TSHIRT TUESDAY; please wear IWAU shirts*** 

 
6-9PM  Film Night 3: The Mask You Live In 
(18-21h) Masculinity Film & Discussion led by UNBC alumnus Blake Hawkins 

(d: free, but donations welcome). WE ESPECIALLY ENCOURAGE MEN TO ATTEND. 

Weldwood Theatre 7-238, UNBC.  Contact person: blakewesleyhawkins@gmail.com 

 

Wednesday, November 25, 2015: Closing Day of IWAU 2015 

 

12-1:30PM UNBC Ceremony for the National Day of Remembrance and Action on Violence Against 

(12-13:30h) Women, and the Montreal Massacre (recognized nationally on Dec. 6
th

) 

Canfor Winter Garden, UNBC. Contact person for ceremony & reception: Sarah Boyd: 

empower@unbc.ca  

 

1:30-3PM UNBC Reception for the National Day of Remembrance and Action on Violence        

(13:30-15h) Against Women, and the Montréal Massacre (recognized nationally on Dec. 6
th

 )  

  Doug Little Lounge, UNBC (faces onto Canfor Winter Garden). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:zoemeletis@gmail.com
mailto:mbodhi@unbc.ca
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