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Global studies (GS) is a holistic, broad, and multidisciplinary/interdisciplinary field that is 
emerging as one of the most dynamic (inter)disciplines in academia. GS comprises study of 
political, economic, environmental, biological, cultural, and social phenomena using a variety of 
methods and approaches. INTS 702 is designed to introduce you to different research 
questions, methods, and fields within global studies. Engaging with research presentations 
organized by the Global Fridays (GF) committee, you will increase your awareness of the field 
and your knowledge of research themes and methods.  

This course is graded on a pass/fail basis. Students in the MA INTS program are required to 
enrol in and pass the course twice during their programs of study to complete their degree 
requirements.  

If this is your first time taking the course, welcome to your MA program! If this is your second 
go-round, you’re well on your way to completing your coursework. Either way, please reach out 
to me with any questions or concerns as the semester progresses. Dropping by during office 
hours on Wednesday is a great way for you to introduce yourself and for me to get to know 
you.  

REQUIREMENTS  

This course requires you to attend/view Global Fridays (GF) presentations scheduled for fall 
2022.  

At the end of the semester (16 December 2022), students must submit a dossier comprising SIX 
(6) seminar reports. Each of these reports must be 700 words long (approximately two double-
spaced pages). Though the reports are not due at the end of the semester, I urge you not to 
wait until the end of term to complete them. Instead, try to complete them as you attend or 
watch the presentations throughout the semester.  

The schedule of presentations will be available (usually by mid-September) at  
https://www.unbc.ca/global-international-studies/global-friday-speakers-series . (I will also 
post the schedule on Moodle when it is available.) Seminars are normally held on Fridays from 

https://www.unbc.ca/global-international-studies/global-friday-speakers-series


1200 to 1300 (Pacific), but webcasts are made available on the Global Fridays website after 
each presentation.  

There is no need to do external research for the reports, but you are welcome to include 
external information that you find useful. However, the focus of these reports should be on a 
close description and analysis of the sessions themselves. Therefore, each report must include 
two sections: (A) Description and (B) Analysis.  

Section A should be about 350 words and should include:  

• the seminar’s title and date  
• the name of the presenter  
• the presenter’s institutional and departmental affiliation (e.g., “Department of Earth 

System Science, Stanford University, USA”)  
• field(s) of study (for example, environmental science or sociology)  
• research question that the seminar addresses  
• research methods/nature of data used for research  
• results/findings/argument (as applicable)  

Section B should be about 350 words in length and should include your analysis of the 
presentation. Try to answer at least three of these questions:  

• what is the significance of the topic? That is, is it important? To whom and why?  
• what is the significance of the findings? That is, what effect might they have on scholarly 

understanding of the topic, on policy, etc.?  
• what is the scale of the presentation? Global processes occur at local, regional, national, 

and international levels. On which did the presentation focus?  
• how does the presentation relate to themes, ideas, arguments, and data discussed in 

your classes this term?  
• how does the presentation alter or add to your understanding of globalization and 

global studies more generally?  

To pass INTS 702, you must hand in all six (6) reports by 430 PM on Friday 16 December 
2022 and meet the minimum standards stated above.  

Please feel free to reach out to me throughout the semester with any questions or 
concerns, and welcome to INTS 702!☺  


