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COURSE NUMBER: INTS 204 Fall 2022  
COURSE TITLE: Contemporary China 
INSTRUCTOR: Dr. J.R. Lacharite 
OFFICE HOURS: By Appointment – call or email 
OFFICE: 3067 – Third Floor, Administration Building  
PHONE NUMBER: 1-250-960-5597 
E-MAIL: lachari@unbc.ca  

For more on International Studies at UNBC: http://www.unbc.ca/international-studies.   

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

This course serves as an introduction to the study of contemporary China. The subject 
material focuses on development and change in China from a political, economic, social, and 
security standpoint since fall of the Qing dynasty in 1911. It is assumed that students will not 
have any prior knowledge of Chinese history, society, or politics.   However, by the end of the 
course, students will be expected to have a solid grasp of China from a political and socio-
historical perspective. 
 
The main goals of INTS 204 are fivefold: 1) to get students to think critically about Chinese 
culture, the Chinese state, the Communist Party, and the potential for—some form of—
democratization at the provincial and local levels of government; 2) to examine China’s 
unique approach to economic modernization and policy development and to discuss the 
implications it might have for Western industrial powers such as the United States and the 
European Union; 3) to review the key security issues related to Chinese ‘regional 
hegemony’—for example, the challenge of Taiwanese independence; 4) to scrutinize the 
Party’s methods of coercive and consensual control (media, telecommunications, 
paramilitary, and military) in an effort to discover how effective they have been, and how 
effective they will continue to be given China’s growing middle class, enthusiasm for greater 
economic and cultural integration, and international trade; and 5) attempt to determine the 
extent to which liberal democracies such as Canada and the US can contribute to China’s 
future political and economic development.  
 
Please Note: The Access Resource Centre (ARC) provides service to students with 
documented disabilities or health conditions, ranging from permanent to temporary, including, 
but not limited to, chronic health issues, hearing and visual impairments, learning disabilities 
and attention deficit/hyperactivity disorders, mental health and neurological disabilities, and 
mobility and other physical disabilities. ARC staff are available by appointment to assess 
specific needs, provide referrals, and arrange appropriate academic accommodations to 
assist students in achieving their academic goals. Students who may have a need for 
academic accommodation are encouraged to contact ARC by email at arc@unbc.ca, by 
phone at 250-960-5682 (toll free 1-888-960-5682), or in person at 5-157. For more 
information, please visit the Access Resource Centre website. 
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COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

• To foster a critical understanding of Chinese culture, society, politics and 
government; 

• To foster the ability to find, evaluate, and effectively use relevant information in 
support of an argument with regards to the salient issues related to Chinese society, 
politics, and international affairs; 

• To foster a critical understanding of the potential for democratization in China; 

• To foster an understanding of China’s economic development; 

• To foster an awareness of the unique structures of power and the leadership 
apparatuses that prevail in China and Chinese society; 

• To foster a critical understanding of the key security issues related to Chinese 
regional hegemony;  

• To build confidence through in-class participation; and 

• To foster a greater enthusiasm for the study of Chinese politics, society, and history.  

REQUIRED TEXTS: 

Sujian Guo, Chinese Politics and Government: Power, Ideology, and Organization (London: 
Routledge, 2013);  
 
Dexter Roberts, The Myth of Chinese Capitalism: The Worker, The Factory, and The Future 
of the World (New York: St. Martin’s Press, 2020). 
 
SUGGESTED REFERENCE MATERIALS: 
 
Faigley, Lester, Roger Graves, and Heather Graves, The Brief Pearson Handbook, Forth 
Canadian Edition (Don Mills, Ont.: Pearson Canada, 2016).  
 

COURSE ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADE WEIGHTING: 

Assignments Due Date Grade Weighting 

In-Class Attendance and Participation N/A 15% 

Exam 1 October 13, 2022 25% 

Essay Proposal November 8, 2022 5% 

Exam 2  December 1, 2022  25% 

Major Essay (2000 words)  December 6, 2022
  

30% 
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Extensions policy: Extensions on assignments are not permitted except in case of illness, 
or due to serious extenuating circumstance. In the event of illness or serious extenuating 
circumstance, the student must inform the instructor before the due date and documentary 
evidence of the illness or serious circumstance must be provided to the instructor. In addition, 
the student must also provide the instructor with a draft of his or her assignment at the time 
of the illness or serious circumstance that indicates that substantial progress has already 
been made towards a final product. Assignments that are not submitted on the due date will 
receive a grade of zero. 

ASSIGNMENT DESCRIPTION: 

Class attendance and participation:  At university, a voice is a terrible thing to waste, and all 
students will be expected to participate in class discussions.  Try to be as constructive and 
thought-provoking as possible and do not hesitate to praise and/or critique your fellow 
classmates’ comments or ideas.  Also, try to come to class prepared.  Being prepared means 
that you will be better equipped to ask and respond to questions.  It truly is a useful exercise 
that always seems to add a refreshing dynamic to the course’s learning experience.  Bear in 
mind, however, that participating in class discussions can be stressful and unsettling.  
Therefore, it is important that you do not respond to your fellow classmates’ comments or 
questions in a belligerent or discouraging tone.  
 
Exams:  There will be two exams for INTS 204.  Exam 1 will cover all of the reading and 
lecture materials from Week 1 through to Weeks 6/7.  It is worth 25 percent of your final 
grade and will consist of short answer questions only.  Exam 2 is scheduled for December 1, 
and will focus predominantly on the remaining reading and lecture materials.  It too will 
consist of a short answer question component, but will also be accompanied by an essay 
type question.  I will provide more details on what to expect in Weeks 11 and/or 12.  Please 
note that for both Exams 1 and 2 that you will be given the opportunity to select from a 
predetermined list of short answer (typically 5 of 7 questions or 3 of 5) and essay questions 
(typically 1 of 2). 
 
Major Essay:   One 2000-word essay is also required for INTS 204.  Students are free to 
choose a topic that interests them.  It must be related to the subject material outlined in the 
course schedule.  You will need to submit a brief proposal and/or essay outline three weeks 
prior to the essay due date.  Be sure to clearly state what you intend to analyze, argue, and 
discuss throughout your essay. 
 

*All written submissions will be checked using SafeAssign – a plagiarism detection program* 

 

Criteria of assessment for major essay: 

• Introduction and articulation of thesis – the author demonstrates an ability to pick out 
key points, contextualizes the debate properly, and shows a sense of the issues;  

• Quality of analysis – the author shows a measure of intellectual control; that is, he/she 
exhibits a critical understanding of the material under review, a sensitivity to the use of 
concepts, and an ability to construct a solid argument; 
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• Evidence of incisive style – the essay has been presented and organized in coherent 
fashion.  The author also consistently demonstrates the ability to say what he/she 
means in a logical, sequential, and concise manner; 

• Amount of quality research – including proper notes and bibliography; 

• Sentence structure – including correct grammar, punctuation, and spelling; and 

• Concluding remarks. 

*For more detail, see ‘Essay Grading Rubric’ on page 8.* 

 

What Do I Need for my Essay Proposal? 

• Title and topic; 

• Statement of intent – including the main point of your analysis; 

• Identify specific areas of inquiry – how do you plan to organize your essay; 

• Briefly explain what you plan to achieve/accomplish under each sub-heading of 
analysis; and 

• A list of research materials – should include at least six to eight sources. 

 

COURSE SCHEDULE: 

Date Subject Readings and Videos Topics for Group Discussion 

Week 1 Introduction – Chinese 
Early History and Culture 

SG – Chapters 3 and 4. Instructor’s Intent and Course Learning 
Objectives and Why Study Chinese 
Political, Social, Economic, and Military 
Affairs? 

Week 2 Rise of the Chinese 
Communist Movement 

SG – Chapters 5 and 6; and  Roberts, Introduction. Why did communism win out over 
capitalism; and Is China still a legitimate 
communist state?  What else might we call 
it? 

Weeks 3 and 4 Maoism, Dengism, and 
Reform in Contemporary 
China 

SG – Chapters 7 and 8; Roberts, Chapter 1; and Video -  China: A 
Century of Revolution – ‘Catch the Stars and the Moon’ and ‘It’s Right 
to Rebel’ 

What are some of the critical flaws 
associated with command and control 
economies? Does Beijing (or the State) 
continue to try to do too much?  

Week 5 The Chinese Communist 
Party 

SG – Chapters 9 and 10; and Roberts, Chapter 2.  Why is the CCP so leery of more 
meaningful power redistribution? And, do 
the high degrees of political centralization 
that we see in China have an upper limit? 

Week 6 Elitism in Chinese Politics: 
Who Do You Know?  

 

SG – Chapters 13 and 14; and Roberts, Chapter 3.  Will rampant corruption and wealth 
accumulation eventually undermine the 
senior leadership’s authority and 
legitimacy? And, why did XI Xinping 
implant himself as a virtual dictator?  Is it 
healthy? 

Week 7 The Role of the Military 

Exam 1: October 13, 2022 

Susan V. Lawrence and Michael F. Martin, ‘Understanding China’s 
Political System,’ Congressional Research Service, March 20, 2013, 
http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/row/R41007.pdf; and Roberts, Chapter 4.  

How influential is China’s military? And, 
have investments in military modernization 
now reached their limit?   

Week 8 The Politics of 
Modernization 

SG – Chapters 15 and 16; Roberts, Chapter 5; and Video – China 
Rises – ‘Getting Rich’ 

Has China ‘modernized’ too quickly? How 
has China fundamentally changed global 
manufacturing and consumption patterns – 
has this been a positive development? 

Week 9 The Environmental 
Question? 

Essay Proposal: November 

The Economist, ‘China and the Environment: The East is Grey,’ 
August 10, 2013, http://www.economist.com/news/briefing/21583245-
china-worlds-worst-polluter-largest-investor-green-energy-its-rise-will-

Is China’s growing ‘middle-class’ a threat 
to the planet’s overall health?  Can it be 
managed better? How? Will the Party’s 

http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/row/R41007.pdf
http://www.economist.com/news/briefing/21583245-china-worlds-worst-polluter-largest-investor-green-energy-its-rise-will-have
http://www.economist.com/news/briefing/21583245-china-worlds-worst-polluter-largest-investor-green-energy-its-rise-will-have
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8, 2022 have; Isabel Hilton, ‘China Shakes off Image as Climate Criminal with 
Green Revolution,’ The Guardian, June 11, 2009, 
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/cif-
green/2009/jun/11/china-carbon-emissions; and Roberts, Chapter 6.  

investment in ‘green technology’ make a 
difference?  Does the West have a 
constructive role to play in holding China to 
account? 

Week 10 Democracy and Dissent in 
China? 

SG – Chapter 12; and Roberts, Chapter 7.  Is China’s political system changing; and 
will the country’s growing middle class 
demand more freedoms? 

Week 11 Chinese Foreign and Trade 
Policy: A Budding Regional 
Hegemon?   

SG  - Chapter 17;  Drew Thompson, ‘Think Again: Why China’s 
Military Is Not Yet a Threat,’ Foreign Policy, March/April 2010, 
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2010/02/22/think_again_chinas_
military; RAND, ‘The U.S.-China Military Scorecard: Forces, 
Geography, and the Evolving Balance of Power, 1996–2017,’ 
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR392.html, 2017; Akwe 
Amosu and John Feffer, ‘China in Africa: It’s (Still) the Governance, 
Stupid,’ Foreign Policy In Focus, March 9, 2007, 
http://fpif.org/china_in_africa_its_still_the_governance_stupid/. 
Emanuel Pastreich and John Feffer, ‘The Frankenstein Alliance,’ 
Foreign Policy In Focus, March 9, 2007, 
http://fpif.org/the_frankenstein_alliance/; and Roberts, Epilogue.   

Will China supplant the US as the region’s 
preeminent power; and What might derail 
China’s goals and ambitions?  

Weeks 12 and 13 What Does the Future Hold 
for China? 

Exam 2: December 1, 2022. 

Essay Due: December 6, 
2022.  

SG – Chapter 18.  What are the major challenges confronting 
Beijing and the country’s longer term 
development, will it democratize,’ and how 
might the West facilitate a more open, 
accountable, and amicable China? 

 

 

GUIDE TO ESSAY WRITING: 

Developing excellent writing skills takes a considerable amount of time, practice, and 
patience.  The following ‘guide to essay writing’ provides several important tips to help you 
improve your writing skills.  Note that it does not attempt to be exhaustive. 

 

1. Examine your essay question/topic carefully.  Is it a contested matter, can an 
argument be sustained, is it relevant to the materials covered in the course? If you 
need help, then please ask your instructor for some guidance; 

2. Construct a thesis statement in your introduction.  A thesis statement is a sentence 
that establishes the point, main argument, or direction of your paper.  Be sure to make 
it clear and concise; 

3. Avoid ranting!  Stay focused and ask yourself:  1) What am I attempting to prove in 
this essay; and 2) Is there a sufficient amount of evidence to support my claims? 

4. Organize your essay coherently.  Use an outline and subtitles to help structure lines of 
inquiry and argumentation.  Subtitles are standard in virtually all academic writing and 
convey a sense of sophistication and thoughtfulness; 

5. Do not simply reproduce the ideas and arguments of others.  Likewise, do not write 
essays that are entirely descriptive in nature.  A degree of critical thought and 
evaluation must be apparent in your work.  In addition, essays must follow the rule of 
evidence and logic.  Unsupported assertions, sweeping generalizations, and 
superficial analyses will be penalized; 

6. Use the library.  This cannot be emphasized enough.  Shoddy research is easy to 
detect and reflects poorly on the writer.  It is important to demonstrate that you have 

http://www.economist.com/news/briefing/21583245-china-worlds-worst-polluter-largest-investor-green-energy-its-rise-will-have
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/cif-green/2009/jun/11/china-carbon-emissions
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/cif-green/2009/jun/11/china-carbon-emissions
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2010/02/22/think_again_chinas_military
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2010/02/22/think_again_chinas_military
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR392.html
http://fpif.org/china_in_africa_its_still_the_governance_stupid/
http://fpif.org/the_frankenstein_alliance/
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read others’ findings and arguments.  At the same time, however, you need to show 
that you are making your own well-reasoned presentation; 

7. Use non-refereed Internet sources judiciously – online academic journals are a 
superlative source of information;   

8. Do not pad your bibliography.  Only record what you actually use; 

9. Do not overdo quotations.  Many of the worst essays consist of undigested strings of 
quotes which replace the students’ own summaries and analyses; 

10. You are welcome to use ‘I’ or ‘me’ in your essay writing, but please resist the 
temptation to substitute personal anecdotes for empirical evidence – your essay 
submissions must be grounded in academic research; 

11. Use correct English, correct punctuation, and correct spelling; 

12. Expect to write at least two drafts before submitting your work.  No one ever produces 
an exceptional ‘first-draft’ essay;  

13. Make sure that you reference your work properly.  The Chicago, MLA, or APA 
referencing systems are all acceptable.   

14. Do not plagiarize; 

15. Hand your essays in on time; and 

16. Keep your writing simple and to the point. 

 

Correction Symbols for Major Essay: 
 
On occasion, even the most well edited essays have mistakes.  A list of correction symbols 
has been provided below to help you understand where you have made errors in your overall 
presentation.  Please read them over carefully. 
 

• Awk – awkward construction; 

• Cap – use capital letter; 

• Cit – missing source citation or error in form of citation; 

• Coh – coherence lacking; 

• Con – be more concise; 

• Dev – inadequate development; 

• Fn – error in footnote form; 

• Gr – error in grammar; 

• Log – faulty logic; 

• Mng – meaning unclear; 

• No cap – unnecessary capital letter; 

• Rev – revise; 

• Spec – be more specific; 

• W – wordy; 

• Wc – word choice; 
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• Ww – wrong word; 

• ?? – meaning unclear.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1 Adapted from, H.R. Fowler, J.E. Aaron, D.E.D. Downey and B.H. Pell, The Little, Brown Handbook 1st Edition 
(Toronto: Gage Educational Publishing Company, 1991). 
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Essay Grading Rubric for INTS 204: 

 

Comments (if required): 

 

 

 

 

Final Grade: _____/30 

 

Category Excellent (5)  Very Good (4) Good (3) Satisfactory (2) Poor (1) Score 

Introduction 
and 
Articulation of 
Thesis 

Superb introduction—
highlights the main issues 
under investigation.  Thesis 
statement is articulated in a 
clear and concise manner—
intent and/or position are 
expressed in an intellectually 
and analytically consistent 
fashion.   

A solid introduction.  
Clearly states a 
thesis or position to 
be examined.  
Acknowledges the 
complexities of the 
issue under review, 
but some minor 
lapses in 
development are 
apparent.  

A reasonable introduction.  
Comprehension and a 
balanced view of the 
issues under investigation 
are lacking, but an overall 
sense of the topic is 
evident. The thesis 
statement outlines some or 
all of the main points to be 
discussed, but has not 
been presented clearly.   

The absence of a unifying 
theme is obvious and there is 
only a basic understanding of 
the key issues under review. 
The thesis statement does not 
name the topic and does not 
preview what will be discussed. 

Introductory 
remarks are vague 
and 
underdeveloped.  
There is no thesis 
statement.  A 
position is asserted, 
but there is a 
noticeable lack of 
clarity and focus. 

 

Quality of 
analysis and 
support for 
position 

Author critically reflects on 
research materials, 
assesses the strengths and 
weaknesses of opposing 
viewpoints and recognizes 
the multifactorial nature of 
the problem/issue(s) under 
examination. All of the 
evidence and examples are 
specific, relevant and 
explanations are given that 
show how each piece of 
evidence supports the 
author’s position. 

A well balanced and 
reasonably 
sophisticated 
presentation of the 
issues under review.  
Most of the evidence 
and examples are 
specific, relevant and 
explanations are 
given that show how 
each piece of 
evidence supports 
the author’s position. 

A confirmation bias is 
apparent, but the author 
has attempted to construct 
a solid argument. At least 
one of the pieces of 
evidence and examples is 
relevant and has an 
explanation that shows 
how that piece of evidence 
supports the author’s 
position. 

Content is overwhelmingly 
descriptive and rather trite. 
Evidence and examples are 
anecdotal and not particularly 
relevant or explained very well.  
Yet, the author demonstrates 
some sense of the issues under 
examination. 

Text is almost 
entirely descriptive 
in nature and no 
attempt has been 
made to employ the 
rules of evidence 
and logic.  Lacks 
supporting evidence 
and depth. 

 

Evidence of 
Incisive Style 

Material is presented and 
organized in a systematic 
fashion.  Sub-titles are 
apparent and properly 
sequenced.   

In general, a well 
planned and concise 
presentation. 
However, there are 
some misplaced 
remarks or 
observations.   

The author has attempted 
to present the material 
under review in a 
systematic fashion, but 
some lapses and 
inconsistencies remain. 

There is a tangential dimension 
to the author’s work.  At times, 
the analysis lacks focus, 
precision and sequencing, but 
some degree of clarity is 
evident.  

Structure and 
presentation are 
poor.  No attempt 
has been made to 
sequence the 
analysis properly. 
The overall thrust of 
the essay is 
unclear. 

 

Reference 
Materials: 
Quality and 
Quantity! 

The author has researched 
the subject material under 
review exceptionally well. All 
citations and reference 
materials are authoritative, 
credible, and presented in 
the correct format. 

A very strong 
research component 
is evident and most 
citations and 
reference materials 
are authoritative, 
credible, and 
presented in the 
correct format. 

The author has researched 
the material under review 
reasonably well. Most 
reference materials have 
been used and formatted 
correctly, but some 
irregularities and/or 
inconsistencies are 
apparent. 

A varied number of citations 
appear throughout the essay, 
but they are of rather dubious 
origin and quality.  Padding is 
evident and there are some 
inconsistencies in the 
referencing system being used.  

A limited number of 
citations appear, 
padding is evident 
and there is no 
consistency in the 
referencing style 
being used.   

 

Sentence 
Structure 

All sentences are well-
constructed and explicit.     

Most sentences are 
well-constructed and 
explicit. 

Most sentences are 
reasonably well 
constructed, but there are 
some vague or ambiguous 
statements. 

Some sentences are 
constructed well, but there are 
also several confusing/awkward 
passages and/or phrases.  
Limited use of transition and 
topic sentences is evident as 
well. 

Most sentences are 
constructed poorly 
and there is very 
little coherence at 
the levels of 
expression and 
presentation.  
Employs 
inappropriate 
language and 
misuses words. 

 

Concluding 
Remarks  

The conclusion is strong and 
leaves the reader with an 
understanding of the writer’s 
position. Effective 
restatement of the position 
begins the closing 
paragraph. 

The conclusion is 
recognizable. The 
author’s position is 
restated within the 
first two sentences of 
the closing 
paragraph. 

The author’s position is 
restated within the closing 
paragraph, but not near the 
beginning. 

The makings of a conclusion 
are evident, but there is no 
restatement of position under 
investigation and the text 
descends into a personal 
narrative or the use of irrelevant 
details and overgeneralizations 
is widespread. 

There is no 
conclusion - the 
paper just ends. 
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The INTS 204 ‘Code of Conduct:’ 

1. You are not entitled to an ‘A’ or a ‘B’ in this course or any other course; 

2. Instructors do not give you a grade. Instead, you earn a grade through hard work, 
discipline, and perseverance; 

3. An office visit (or call) does not guarantee you an A.  Instructors are available to 
provide guidance, critical feedback, and information.  The onus is on you to perform 
well throughout the duration of the course; 

4. Working hard on an assignment does not guarantee you an A.  It is important to 
recognize that instructors evaluate your essay and exam submissions and overall 
‘classroom performance.’  Their professionalism compels them to appraise your work, 
not you as a person.   

5. Grades generally reflect the amount of energy and effort that you have put into an 
assignment or series of assignments.  Exercise some discretion when you approach 
an instructor about a grade that you have received and ask yourself, “Is this particular 
essay submission or exam answer perfect?” and “Where could I have made 
improvements?”  In other words, think logically and rationally about your essay and/or 
exam results; 

6. Please read the course exam and extension policy carefully.  If you have a legitimate 
excuse and documentation or evidence to support your request, then an extension will 
be granted.  Otherwise, do not ask. 


